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PURPOSE OF THIS GUIDE

The purpose of this curriculum guide is to assist students, parents, and faculty to better understand
the academic programs of Rye Neck High School, a college preparatory high school. In planning
their high school program, students must know and understand the requirements of a high school
diploma and the curriculum options offered by the high school. In selecting a program of study,
students must consider these together with their academic abilities, achievements and interests,
educational aspirations after high school and career directions. The faculty and the Counseling
Department at Rye Neck High School can develop many options for personalizing the student’s
program.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Graduation requirements and academic standards set forth by the New York State Education
Department have been raised and made more rigorous.  Graduation requirements include two major
areas: (1) basic course work and (2) Regents Examinations.  There are three types of diplomas (1)
Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation, (2) Regents and Regents with Honors Diplomas and
(3) Local Diploma.  The requirements for a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation are more
extensive than the Regents Diploma.  The differences are in world language courses and the number
of Regents examinations required.  See the charts for specific information.

Class of 2016 and Thereafter
Course Requirements for Graduation

Subjects Local Diploma Regents Diploma Regents Diploma with
Advanced Designation

English 4 credits 4 credits 4 credits
Social Studies 4 credits 4 credits 4 credits
Mathematics 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits
Science 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits
Arts 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit
Health ½ credit ½ credit ½ credit
Physical Education 2 credits 2 credits 2 credits
World Languages 1 credit * 1 credit * 3 credits **
College & Career Preparation .25 credit .25 credit .25 credit
Community Service*** 40 hours 40 hours 40 hours
Core units of credit required 18 ½ credits 18 ½ credits 20 ½ credits
Electives 3 ½ credits 3 ½ credits 1 ½ credits
Total units of credit required 22.25 credits 22.25 credits 22.25 credits

* Except for students receiving special educational services and exempted by the Committee
on Special Education.

** May substitute 5 credits of Art, Music or Occupational Education.

*** Students entering the high school as Seniors need to complete only 10 hours of outside
community service.
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Current New York State Graduation Requirements*

Content Area

Regents
Diploma
Credits

Required

Regents Diploma
Exams Required

5 Total – Score of 65 or better
1 Math, 1 ELA, 1 Science, 1 SS,

PLUS…
1 additional exam  in either Math,

Science or SS

Regents with
Advanced

Designation
Diploma
Credits

Required

Regents with
Advanced

Designation Diploma
Exams Required

8 Total - Score of 65
or better

Mathematics 3

1
• Algebra, Geometry,

or Algebra 2
(students may take all 3 exams, but

only need to pass 1)

3

3
• Algebra
• Geometry
• Algebra 2

English (ELA) 4
1

• English Language Arts
4

1
• English
Language Arts

Science 3

1
• Living Environment (Biology),

Earth Science, Chemistry, or
Physics

(students may take all 3 exams, but
only need to pass 1)

3

2
• Living

Environment
(Biology)
AND

• Earth Science,
Chemistry, or

Physics

Social Studies 4

1
• Global History and Geography

2,
or US History and Government

(students will take both exams, but
only need to pass 1)

4

2
• Global History

and Geography
2

• US History and
Government

WORLD LANGUAGES 1
Checkpoint A Exam

(not a Regents Exam, but still
required for graduation)

3

Checkpoint A &
Checkpoint B Exams
(not Regents Exams,
but still required for

graduation)

FOCUS ELECTIVES 3.5 0 1.5 0

ARTS 1 0 1 0

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2 0 2 0

HEALTH 0.5 0 0.5 0

Additional Rye Neck High School Requirements: College & Career Prep.  (0.25 credits), Community Service (40 hours)

“Honors Designation” – Average of all Regents Exam scores = 90
“Mastery in Math and/or Science” – Scores of 85 or higher on all Math and/or Science Regents Exams

*Variations to these requirements exist -- ask your counselor if any may apply to  you
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ALTERNATE WAYS OF EARNING CREDIT

Eligible students have the option of earning up to 6 ½ credits (of the number required) without
completing specific courses of study. However, the school must determine that this alternative will
benefit the student academically.  This may be done as follows:

a) the student achieves 85% or better on state-developed (e.g. Regents) exams,
proficiency exams, or state-approved exams and passes an oral examination, and
completes a special project.

b) in the areas of science and occupational education, where credit is through
examination, laboratory requirements will be met through special projects
demonstrating appropriate skills.

c) prior approval from Rye Neck School District is required.

PLANNING A PROGRAM

A student’s program, as it unfolds and develops from year-to-year, should result in an enjoyable,
successful, and meaningful high school career. The degree of success a student achieves in high
school determines his/her readiness for college and a career. Here are suggestions for planning a
high school program.

A. Establish personal goals.  While they may change, it is wise to think about and plan
educational, career and personal objectives.

B. Honestly evaluate personal interests, aptitudes, and needs.

C. Learn career entrance requirements as soon as possible.  Find out about specific college
entrance requirements as soon as possible.

D. Consult with parents, teachers and counselors in order to benefit from their experience and
resources.

E. Select the courses to be included on your transcript on the basis of requirements for the high
school diploma you want and the extent to which these courses will contribute to the
achievement of your goals.
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How to Use the Course Catalog

Rye Neck High School’s talent development philosophy is aligned with college and career readiness
standards and current trends in educational counseling.

Our school counselors are available to assist with decisions about which choices in school and
outside of school best reflect and build on an individual's strengths and talents at each stage of the
Rye Neck High School experience.

Students should consider the following questions:
● What are my strengths and interests?
● Which foundation disciplines best match possible pathways for my future?

Foundation Disciplines
___ Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
___ Humanities
___ The Arts
___ Athletics

1. Select a Foundation Discipline area
2. Check the Course Catalog for both foundation content courses and focus electives that

support primary interest(s).
3. Speak with a school counselor about clubs and extracurricular activities that expand on

targeted interests in school and after school.
4. Consider ways in which to expand learning and build on strengths and interests in

internships and summer programs
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PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES REGARDING COURSE SELECTION

A. Number of courses taken per year

Full-time students must take the equivalent of at least 5 credits per year, not counting
Physical Education.  Capable students are encouraged to take more.

B. Sequence and Prerequisites

Many courses are developmental and have prerequisites.  For example, success in French 2
requires success in French 1 or its equivalent.  There are several other courses with essential
prerequisites.  These are indicated in the course descriptions.  Further information and
advice may be obtained from a teacher in the subject area or from your counselor.

C. Course Selection and Scheduling

1. Procedures are developed at mid-year which permit students to select courses for the
next school year.  Out of these, a master schedule is built.  While these selections are
given serious consideration, there are reasons why students may not always get their
preferences.  It should be noted in reviewing the curriculum offerings of Rye Neck
High School that, during any given year, a course may not be scheduled if the initial
enrollment is very low.

Every effort is made to keep students advised of program changes so that they may
adjust their individual plans accordingly.

2. Students who fail courses may require schedule changes.  There may also be changes
in programs due to changes in plans.  When these occur, they ought to be discussed
with the counselor early enough so that a change in the student’s program may be
made before the start of the school year.

3. Teacher recommendations are the basis for class placements that provide the greatest
opportunity for each student to be successful in his/her near future. Teachers provide
the best source of information for why a recommendation is made. Students who
wish to take a course at a level above that which his/her teacher recommends must
obtain an override form from the School Counseling office. The override form must
be signed by a parent/guardian, student and recommending teacher and returned to
his/her school counselor no later than May 1st of the current academic year.  
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D. Changing a Program

1. A change in plans sometimes requires a change in school program.  When this
occurs, a school counseling conference is needed early enough to consider the
wisdom of the change and to ensure making the change before the start of, or early
enough in the next school year. Such changes require written parental approval.

2. Schedule changes after the school year begins will be made only for serious reasons.
Procedures for such changes are established for the orderly functioning of the school
program and they start in the School Counseling Office. Adding a new course
should be done as early in the school year as possible but cannot be done after three
weeks. Dropping of any courses after the first quarter will result in a Drop/Fail.
The Drop/Fail will be recorded on the transcript.

3. Students who begin an academic year and wish to transfer to a more advanced level
in a specific discipline need to be aware that a) a five-week probationary period,
from the start of the academic year, is necessary to provide proof of accomplishment
at the level in which the student is currently enrolled; b) a teacher recommendation
for a transfer is based on established student performance criteria, which is shared
with the student at his or her request at the beginning of the probationary period; c) if
the student meets the performance criteria, and scheduling allows for a change, the
student will be allowed to move to a new level. If the student does not meet the
criteria for a change of level, the student forfeits the right to override his or her
current placement. Please see Course Selection and Scheduling, section C, item 3,
for information about teacher recommended class placements and how to file a
course override form.

9



RYE NECK HIGH SCHOOL/MIDDLE SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER

The Rye Neck High School/Middle School Library Media Center (LMC) is a digital
learning commons – the hub of a community of learners who are developing the tools to
think critically, collaborate productively, create ethically, and locate and communicate
information using any format in any setting.

The mission of the LMC program is to prepare students with the skills, experiences and confidence that
will enable them to effectively and ethically use information resources and Web 2.0 tools in their pursuit
of academic and personal achievement as responsible citizens.

Through collaborative inquiry-based projects across the curriculum, the research methodology students
were introduced to in middle school is expanded upon and developed. Information fluency instruction
includes website evaluation; efficient and effective search techniques; and the ethical use of resources and
technology for research, production, and communication.

The LMC collection includes approximately 7,000 physical books, dozens of periodicals, available in both
hardcopy and on our digital magazine platform Flipster, plus a wide array of digital resources. Overdrive,
our online and mobile app platform for downloadable ebooks and audiobooks, provides access to an
extensive collection accessible from any device 24/7.  Purchases are made on-demand to ensure our
students have access to the books they need at the time they need them. Our database subscriptions, which
encompass current issues, history, literature, science, and the arts, are also available 24/7 via the online
catalog and Mrs. Costelloe’s Teacher Webpage. Guidance on resources and inter-library loan services are
provided for Rye Neck faculty and students.

The Rye Neck District provides all high school students a chromebook and charger through its one-to-one
program. Secure Wi-Fi provides access to online resources and, prior to Covid, the library provided a
flexible environment for collaboration, learning and relaxation. We look forward to social-distancing
restrictions easing so we can return to the socially relaxed nature of the space.

The Community Room, located just off the Library, is a flexible space which, in pre-Covid times, has
been used by faculty and students for large group instruction, webinars, videoconferences, presentations,
collaboration, quiet study, and for experiencing live broadcast current events. It is home to the Rye Neck
Art Gallery and the Library Café. Again, we anticipate a return to normalcy so that parent and senior
citizen group meetings can be held amid the latest Rye Neck High School works of art on display and the
Library Cafe can provide nourishment to students while they study and socialize after school. We look
forward to the days when the Library Café is again available for music, comedy, literary, art, and other
student and staff performances.

The Rye Neck HS/MS Library Media Center received the designation “Electronic Doorway Library
Leader'' by the New York State Board of Regents, Education Department, and State Library to
acknowledge the wide availability of resources and LMC collaboration with other institutions.  The
Library resources are available online 24/7 and, while currently operating with a limited schedule due to
Covid, the LMC is typically open 7:50 AM – 4:00 PM school days.
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

The English curriculum at Rye Neck integrates the close, critical reading of a variety
of literary genres with the development of reflective, analytical written work. While
four years of English are required for graduation, Rye Neck’s English department
offers a broad program of exciting core courses and electives, making it possible for
students to complete more than five years of credit in English.

Each course in the four-year sequence incorporates reading, writing, listening,
speaking, presenting and viewing skills as outlined in the New York State Next
Generation English Language Arts Learning Standards. In addition, students are
required to develop facility with a variety of research formats employing both
traditional print and modern technological media sources.

English courses 9-11 are Regents courses. Each grade level emphasizes selected
parallels to social studies topics and also incorporates focused themes. All students
take the Regents Comprehensive Examination in English in either June of sophomore
year, or January of the junior year.

An Honors Program is offered for students in grades 9 and 10. These courses are
designed for students who have demonstrated outstanding interest, aptitude and
performance; the work is demanding and our expectations are high. While the
essential curriculum of the Honors Program is the same as the Regents program, the
scope of understanding is broadened in the Honors Program. Students engage in more
independent work, and writing projects are expanded to accommodate a greater
breadth and depth of understanding. These courses are viewed as preparation for the
Advanced Placement English program, offered in place of honors in grades 11 and
12.

English 9R

Curriculum Level: Regents
Types of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, essays, papers and presentations
Prerequisite: English 8
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
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____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Students study a broad sampling of works of literature from various genres in relation
to their cultural contexts and to themselves.  Literature is selected both for its
connection to the global studies curriculum as well as its connection to the central
question posed by each thematic unit.  Students will focus on the conflicts that
emerge in preparation for each work as well as their prospective resolutions.  Students
will continue practicing close reading and text-based responses in conjunction with
the continued integration of the Common Core Learning Standards. In addition,
students begin preparing for the Regents, a three-hour exam taken in January of the
junior year. Listening, vocabulary building, grammar, note-taking and study skills are
also practiced. Students will also complete at least one research project.

TEXT
Texts may include but are not limited to: Antigone, Romeo and Juliet, The Catcher
in the Rye, as well as selected supplementary texts, both classic and contemporary,
most of which deal with the challenges of adolescence, rebellion and decision
making.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  In addition to traditional quizzes and homework, students will also
be expected to engage in long and short term projects, as well as independent reading.
Students will also be required to generate a paper based on research.

English 9H

Curriculum Level: Honors
Types of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, essays, papers and presentations
Prerequisite: English 8, teacher recommendation, demonstration of habits of
success, and completion of  a writing sample that meets English Department
expectations.
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
English 9H has the same basic structure and focus as 9R, but there is a greater body
of work studied in greater detail and to greater depth.  Moreover, students in 9H begin
practicing deeper critical and analytical skills earlier, and begin focusing on the
introduction of counter-argument into their persuasive writing. Like 9R, students in
9H study a broad sampling of works of literature from a number of genres and study
them in social, historical, political, cultural and personal contexts. Greater emphasis
will be placed on individual study and developing independent work habits.
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TEXT
Texts may include but are not limited to: Antigone, Romeo and Juliet, The Catcher
in the Rye and Ethan Frome, as well as selected supplementary texts, both classic
and contemporary, most of which deal with the challenges of adolescence, rebellion
and decision making.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  In addition to traditional quizzes and homework, students will also
be expected to engage in long and short term projects as well as independent reading.
Students will also be required to generate a paper based on research. Punctual
completion of all assignments is imperative for success at this level.

English 10R

Curriculum Level: Regents
Types of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, essays, papers and presentations
Prerequisite: English 9
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This integrated course further focuses the general study of 9th grade and pushes
students to the next level of achievement and beyond.  In addition to studying various
literary genres, students focus on understanding how the essential elements of literary
form and technique contribute to the meaning of the work. A broad variety of world
literature is chosen for its complementary and/or supplementary value for students as
they study global history in social studies.  Clarity of expression is emphasized in
both writing and speaking.  Students continue developing the depth and integrity of
their text-based responses in conjunction with the continued integration of the
Common Core Learning Standards.

TEXT
Texts may include but are not limited to: Macbeth, Lord of the Flies, Night,
Streetcar Named Desire as well as selected supplementary texts, both classic and
contemporary, most of which deal with the need for community, the nature of war,
the redemptive power of love, and loss of innocence.
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  In addition to traditional quizzes and homework, students will also
be expected to engage in long and short term projects, as well as independent reading
and research.  Punctual completion of all assignments is imperative for success at this
level.

English 10H

Curriculum Level: Honors
Types of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, essays, papers and presentations
Prerequisite: English 9, teacher recommendation, demonstration of habits of success
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Like 9H, 10H is a broader, deeper, more rigorous version of 10R. Students studying at
this level are expanding and sharpening their analytical skills as writers, speakers,
viewers and presenters.  Students in 10H can expect more independent or small group
work, as discourse on a given topic or work of literature is a natural pre-writing
activity.  Again, a broad variety of literature is chosen for its social, historical,
cultural and/or personal relevance to the academic or real lives of students.  Students
in the Honors designation will sit for the Regents Examination in June of the 10th

year.

TEXT
Texts may include but are not limited to: A Tale of Two Cities, Macbeth,  A
Streetcar Named Desire, Night, Lord of the Flies as well as selected supplementary
texts, both classic and contemporary, most of which deal with the need for
community, the nature of war, the redemptive power of love, and loss of innocence.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  In addition to traditional quizzes and homework, students will also
be expected to engage in long and short term projects, as well as independent reading
and research.  Punctual completion of all assignments is imperative for success at this
level.
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English 11R

Curriculum Level: Regents
Types of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, essays, papers and presentations,
Regents exam
Prerequisite: English 10
Grade: 11
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course surveys the development of American Literature from colonial times to
the present.  The main historical eras are covered, with emphasis on the social and
cultural backgrounds of the works read.  Students in 11R will sit for the Common
Core English Regents exam administered in January of the junior year.  Students
continue reading and research after the exam, with increased emphasis on creative
interpretation and practical application.

TEXTS
Texts may include but are not limited to: Hamlet, The Great Gatsby, The Crucible,
The Things They Carried, as well as selected supplementary texts, both classic and
contemporary, most of which deal with the conflict between the individual and
society, the conflation of the personal and the private, the nature of illusion, and roles
and class in society.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  In addition to traditional quizzes and homework, students will also
be expected to engage in long and short term projects, as well as independent reading
and research.  Punctual completion of all assignments is imperative for success at this
level.
AP Literature and Composition
AP Literature and Composition

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Types of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, essays, papers and presentations,
Regents exam, AP exam
Prerequisite: Common Core Regents Examination in June of 10th grade, teacher
recommendation, demonstration of habits of success
Grade: 11
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
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DESCRIPTION
A college level reading and writing intensive course, AP Literature and Composition
emphasizes the development of close reading skills and the critical analysis of novels,
poetry and drama.  Students focus on the function of literary technique in the
development of thematic meaning. Special attention is given to structuring written
arguments.  AP English students should be comfortable working independently and
possess the intellectual maturity to do advanced work.  Students are required to take
the Advanced Placement Examination in Literature and Composition in May.

TEXT
Texts may include but are not limited to: Hamlet, Frankenstein, The Great Gatsby,
The Risk Pool, The Things They Carried, as well as selected supplementary texts,
both classic and contemporary, most of which deal with the conflict between the
individual and society, the conflation of the personal and the private, the nature of
knowledge, and roles and class in society.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  In addition to traditional quizzes and homework, students will also
be expected to engage in long and short term projects, as well as independent reading.
Students will also be required to generate a paper based on research.   Punctual
completion of all assignments is imperative for success at this level.

AP Language and Composition

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Types of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, essays, papers and presentations,
Regents exam, AP exam
Prerequisite: English 11 or AP English Literature, teacher recommendation,
demonstration of habits of success
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
AP 12 is much like AP 11, except that the reading focus is primarily on, but not
exclusive to, various modes of non-fiction.  Students study the devices of language
and rhetorical technique in biography, autobiography, essays and fact-based novels.
Again, students should be comfortable engaging in significant amounts of
independent work and possess the intellectual maturity to do advanced work.
Students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in Language and
Composition in May.

TEXT
16



Texts may include but are not limited to: “A Modest Proposal,” “Where I lived and
What I Lived For,” “Letter From Birmingham Jail,” “Shooting an Elephant,” as well
as a wide variety of nonfiction essays. Students choose literature circle/independent
nonfiction texts during the fall and spring and work together to examine rhetorical
techniques and modes. Titles may include but are not limited to: Grit, When Breath
Becomes Air, A Bone to Pick, Quiet.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively. In addition to traditional quizzes and homework, students will also be
expected to engage in long and short term projects, as well as independent reading.
Students will also be required to generate a paper based on research.   Punctual
completion of all assignments is imperative for success at this level.

English 12: Studies in Contemporary Lit and Media

Curriculum Level: Regents
Types of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, essays, papers and presentations
Prerequisite: English 11 or AP English Literature
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course engages students in the world in which they live through a multi-media
approach.  The literary focus, like AP Language, is primarily various modes of
non-fiction.  Students read in both large and small group settings,  examining the
development of personal voice, and the social implications and/or relevance of the
text.  This course requires students to conduct research and to generate several
creative projects, including a personal video essay, and a presentation based on a
long-term, independent inquiry task.

TEXT
Texts: Texts may include but are not limited to: The Glass Castle,  Into the Wild,
Everything Bad is Good for You, The Other Wes Moore, King Lear,  No Exit. This
course also employs a wide range of selected primary and secondary materials, in
addition to using a variety of media, including film, art and music.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students should be prepared every day, take notes and work well in both small and
large groups.  There is a variety of assessment modes including conventional tests and
collaborative and individual projects.  Individual research will be expected.
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English Language Learners/ENL (English as a new Language)

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: NYSESLAT
Prerequisite: NYSITELL or placement on previous year’s NYSESLAT
Grades:  9-12
Credit:  1
___________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This class is designed for English Language Learners (ELLs) who have tested at the
Entering or Emerging Levels.  Emphasis is on language acquisition and assimilation
into the school/community.    Listening, speaking, reading and writing skills are
developed through project-based language acquisition activities with an emphasis on
Common Core State Standards and the New Language Arts Progressions. This course
is designed to fulfill the requirements of the Rye Neck High School English
curriculum.  Emphasis is placed on developing overall English Language Arts skills,
including work in literal and inferential reading comprehension, essay writing,
literary elements, literary analysis, vocabulary expansion, grammar and punctuation,
etc.  his class meets for one period daily.

TEXTS
Additional computer programs and skills will be incorporated into the classroom.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to attend daily and complete course assignments (homework,
essays, tests, and quizzes) and participate in class discussions.

ENL Support

Curriculum Level: Local
Type of Examination: Local
Prerequisite:   Current and Former English Language Learners
Grades:  9-12
Credit:  none
___________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This class is designed to support and assist English Language Learners who need
additional assistance in content area coursework.  Emphasis will be on classroom
strategies and skills as well as reinforcement of the four modalities of ESL.  
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TEXTS
Regular classroom texts and workbooks supplemented by texts modified for English
Language Learners.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to attend daily and complete both classwork and homework
assignments.  They are expected to come to class prepared and participate in the class
lessons.

ENGLISH FOCUS ELECTIVES

Students may elect to take these courses in addition to their regular English program.
These courses are designed to tap the interests of students, and provide a more intense
study of the given subject area than offered in the required curriculum. These
courses may not be taken in place of any of the required grade-level studies.

Creative Writing

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Types of Assessments: Original writing
Prerequisite: English 9
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Through study and experimentation, students develop creative writing and critical
listening abilities.  Students are encouraged to develop individual pieces for
publication or entry into contests.  Special attention is given to developing a
personal writing process and learning how to give and receive constructive criticism.

TEXT
Selected models of various genres for study, explication and experimentation.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students should be prepared to work every day and be comfortable with sharing their
writing with an audience.

The Golden Age of Cinema

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Types of Assessments: Reflective and analytical essays
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Prerequisite: English 9
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½

*Can be used towards the 1 credit art graduation requirement
_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Students will study genres of film such as noir, westerns, horror and detective.
Students will also explore the adaptation process.

TEXT
Directors studied may include but are not limited to Hitchcock, Wilder, Welles, Ford.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
In-class viewing of film and reflective papers.

Journalism

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Types of Assessments: Original writing
Prerequisite: English 8
Grade: 9-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Responsible for generating five issues of The Panther’s Tale, this class focuses on
analyzing and understanding the news media, and developing a personal journalistic
style.

TEXT
Selected models of various types of “news” for study, explication and
experimentation.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students should be prepared to work every day and be comfortable with sharing their
writing with an audience.

The Prose Poem

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Types of Assessments: Original poems, brief essays
Prerequisites: English 10
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Grade: 11/12
Credits: ½
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Remember back in 2019 when a song called “Old Town Road” dominated popular
culture? You heard it every time you turned on the radio in your car. It was
unavoidable. Part of the appeal of that song was the fact that it crossed genres - it
combined a hip-hop beat with a country twang, a formula that appealed to tens of
millions of people. Artists today, like Anderson .Paak, who deftly blends the styles of
contemporary jazz with modern rap, or Lana Del Rey, who fuses lounge with piano
pop, often mix genres to create something wholly new and different. That’s exactly
what a prose poem does - it combines elements of poetry and prose to form a unique
hybrid. Examining texts by both the originators of the form and the contemporary
masters, students will arrive at an in-depth understanding of the elements of prose
poetry and write their own prose poems. We’ll speak live, via Google Meet, with
current prose poets about their own works and the poems we read in class. The course
combines creative writing with analysis and culminates with the submission of an
original portfolio of prose poems by each student.

TEXTS
Texts may include A Cast-Iron Aeroplane That Can Actually Fly; Looking for
Dragon Smoke: Essays on Poetry; The Best of The Prose Poem: An International
Journal; The World Doesn’t End; Truths, Falsehoods, and a Wee Bit of Honesty: A
Short Primer on the Prose Poem with Selected Letters from Russell Edson.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students will expand their definitions of both poetry and prose while challenging
themselves to create unique hybrid works. Along with writing original poems,
students will complete brief (one page) analytical studies of particular poems read in
class. By the culmination of their coursework, students will have an edited portfolio
of original poems.

Story Telling in the 21st Century

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Types of Assessments: Original writing
Prerequisite: English 9
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½
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__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is a multi-media survey of the evolution of storytelling.  It will ultimately
focus on the impact the virtual world and social media has had on our appetites and
tastes in stories.

TEXT
Students will survey written text, oral history, pod casts, blogs, film, TV, music and
more.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students should be prepared to work every day and be comfortable with sharing their
ideas and evaluations.  Students will also be expected to generate a perform their
own, original story in the medium of their choice.

Writing for Success

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Types of Assessments: Original writing
Prerequisite: English 9
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
With the struggling writer in mind, this course will start with a focus on the writing
requirements for the NYS Regents Exam, and then branch out into an intro to college
writing.

TEXT
Selected writing models of various genres.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students should be prepared to work every day and be comfortable with sharing their
writing with peers and teachers.
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

The department seeks to prepare students to be independent, forward-thinking
participants, actively involved in the 21st century. Inclusion of technology and
evidence-based learning are paramount to the curriculum which is designed to
motivate each student to think for himself/herself, to analyze, and to draw
conclusions from a variety of primary and secondary sources. At least one research
paper is required at each level. The curriculum is supplemented with works of
historical non- fiction and/or other works of literature in the content area. Four years
of Social Studies are required for graduation. Each course in the four-year sequence
integrates the social, political, economic and historical elements of culture, nations
and governments as outlined in the NYS Syllabi for Social Studies as well as the
NYS learning standards. Social Studies courses in grades 9-11 are Regents courses,
culminating in a Regents exam in grades 10 and 11. College Board Advanced
Placement courses are offered in grades 10, 11, and 12.

Global History and Geography I

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of
primary and secondary sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations

Prerequisite: Completion of grade 8 Social Studies
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
_______________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Students travel back in time as they explore early empires of the ancient world
through the Age of Enlightenment in the 18th century. This course gives students an
opportunity to explore the foundations of our civilization and allows them to wrestle
with the challenges our predecessors faced as well as understand how great
civilizations can survive great crises. Students will gain an appreciation for why we
study the past and will make connections to the challenges our civilization continues
to face today. This course is part of a two-year sequence given in 9th and 10th grades
that culminates in a Regents exam at the end of 10th grade. It is based on the New
York State Social Studies Framework and on common themes that recur across time
and place. The course focuses on the following historical units: Methodology of
Global History and Geography, Ancient World (400 B.C.E. – 500 C.E.), Expanding
Zones of Exchange and Encounter (500-1200), Global Interactions (1200-1650), and
the First Global Age (1450-1770). Successful completion of this course is required
for graduation.
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TEXT
World History: Patterns of Interaction

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Participation in class discussions and group activities, daily reading and writing
assignments, analysis and synthesis of primary/secondary documents, quizzes, exams,
essays, and research based projects.

Global History and Geography I Honors

Curriculum Level: Honors
Type of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of
primary and secondary sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations
Prerequisite: Recommended 90 or higher in grade 8 Social Studies; teacher
recommendation; demonstration of habits of success, and complete a writing sample
that meets Social Studies Department expectations.
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
An honors course is offered in the 9th grade for those students who have
demonstrated outstanding interest, aptitude, and performance in Social Studies. The
course incorporates an in-depth study of the Global History and Geography
curriculum as described above using modified AP materials, and provides students
with enriching and creative opportunities to learn history in-depth and develop critical
thinking, reading, and writing skills necessary to be successful in advanced courses.
The course will prepare students who desire to transition into an AP European
History or AP World History curriculum with the critical thinking and writing skills
required to do so. Successful completion of this course or Global History 9
Regents level is required for graduation.

TEXT
Strayer and Nelson: Ways of the World, 3rd Edition.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily reading and writing assignments, analysis and synthesis of primary/secondary
documents, short and long-term research-based projects, and participation in
discussions and debates.  Weekly quizzes, essays and exams.
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Global History and Geography II

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Assessments: Global History and Geography Regents Exam, projects,

research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of primary and secondary
sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Global History 9R or 9H
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is the second part of a two-year sequential course given in 9th and 10th

grades that culminates in a Regents exam at the end of 10th grade. It is based on the
New York State Social Studies Framework and common themes that recur across
time and place. It promotes understanding of historical turning points and forces that
shape the interdependent world: demographics, economics, culture, and technology.
The curriculum focuses on the Age of Revolution (1750-1914), Crisis and
Achievement (1900-1945), the 20th Century since 1945, and Global Connections and
Interactions.
Successful completion of this course and a passing score on the Global Studies
and History Regents Exam are required for graduation.

TEXT
Textbook: World History: Patterns of Interaction
 
WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily homework assignments, class participation; unit tests are cumulative; primary
and secondary sources and research projects.

AP European History

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Assessments: Advanced Placement Exam, Global History and Geography
Regents Exam, projects, research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of primary
and secondary sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations
Prerequisite: Recommended 90 or higher in Global 9 or 9H AND 90 OR higher in
English 9; teacher recommendation; demonstration of habits of success
Grade:   10
Credit: 1
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__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is a continuation of the honors-level of 9th grade Global History and
Geography I course. The course introduces students to cultural, economic, political,
and social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which
they live.  The basis of this course consists of an in-depth examination of global
history and geography from about 1750 to present day.  This course is designed for
qualified students who wish to complete a study of European History in high school
that is equivalent to a college introductory course. The current Advanced Placement
program in European History corresponds to the most recent developments in history
curricula at the college undergraduate level.  The Advanced Placement Exam, as well
as the New York State Regents Exam in Global History and Geography is required
for all students. Successful completion of this course OR Global History and
Geography II AND a passing score on the Global Studies and History Regents
Exam are required for graduation.

TEXT
McKay: A History of Western Society 13th edition; teacher supplied atlas; teacher
supplied primary and secondary sources

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily homework, thematic essays, document based question essays, tests,
participation in class discussion, research projects, various literary works,
simulations, presentations involving group and individual work.

AP World History:  Modern

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Assessments: Regents Exam, Advanced Placement Exam, research paper,
analysis of primary sources, secondary informational text-based assignments,
presentations, Socratic discussions

Prerequisite: Recommended 90 or higher in Global 9 or 9H AND 90 or higher in
English 9; teacher recommendation; demonstration of successful and disciplined
study habits
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course covers World History from a global perspective from 1250 CE to present.
From the College Board: “The AP World History course develops students’ capacity
and ability to think and reason in a deep and systematic way, better preparing them
for subsequent college courses”.  This course is intended for students who wish to
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develop an understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts in
different types of human societies.  Students will combine relevant factual evidence
with skills of analysis to examine causes, consequences, and changes in the recent
past.  Students will also compare major developments and achievements among
civilizations and societies, with particular balanced coverage of Africa, the Americas,
Asia, Europe.  The Advanced Placement Exam, as well as the New York State
Regents Exam in Global History and Geography is required for all students.
Successful AP World History OR Global History and Geography II OR AP
European History AND a passing score on the Global History and Geography
Regents Exam are required for graduation.

TEXT
Textbook: Strayer, Ways of the World, since 1200 CE.
Review Book: Advanced Placement World History: Modern (1200-Present)

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Participation in class discussions and self-directed learning at home are crucial to this
course. Reading and outlining, essays, debates, document based question essays,
tests, research projects, various literary works, simulations, presentations involving
group and individual work will all be a part of this course.

U.S. History and Government

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Assessments: U.S. History and Government Regents Exam, projects,
research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of primary and secondary
sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Global History 10R or AP European History
or AP World History
Grade: 11
Credit: 1
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This is a New York standards-based chronological study of American history. We
undertake to discover the path America took from being a colonial British holding
to a formidable presence on the world stage.  Emphasis is placed on the
constitutional foundations of our government and the means by which decisions
are made, actions are taken and results are affected. The historical units covered
are: Constitutional Foundations, Industrialization of the United States, the Progressive
Responses to Industrialization, At Home and Abroad: Prosperity and Depression, the
United States in the Age of Global Crisis, The World in Uncertain Times (1950-1980)
and 1980-present.  A variety of methods are employed to stimulate student
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engagement and achievement. Historical fiction, film, primary source documents,
research based assignments as well as a term paper are all utilized to foster academic
excellence.   Successful completion of this course AND a passing score on the U.S.
History and Government Regents Exam is required for graduation.

TEXT
Electronic textbook: Holt McDougal: The Americans

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Participation in class discussion and group activities, daily reading and writing
assignments, analysis and synthesis of primary/secondary documents, quizzes, essays,
exams and research based projects.

AP United States History

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Assessments: Advanced Placement Exam and NYS Regents Exam, projects,
research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of primary and secondary
sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations

Prerequisite: Recommended 90 or higher in Global 10 OR 85 or higher
in AP European History or AP World History AND 90 or higher English; teacher
recommendation;
demonstration of habits of success

Grade: 11
Credit: 1
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
The Advanced Placement course in United States History is designed to provide
students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically
with the problems and materials in United States history. The program prepares
students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon
them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students
learn to assess historical materials, understand their relevance to a given interpretive
problem, their reliability, their importance, and to weigh the evidence and
interpretations presented in historical scholarship. The Advanced Placement
United States History course will develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions
on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly
and persuasively in essay format. Students are required to take the AP examination in
May, and the Regents Examination in U.S. History and Government. Successful
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completion of this course OR United States History and Government AND a
passing score on the U.S. History and Government Regents Exam is required for
graduation.

TEXT
Shultz, Hist5: US History, 2020

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily homework, thematic essays, document based question essays, tests,
participation in class discussion, research projects, various literary works,
simulations, presentations involving group and individual work.

Economics

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of
primary and secondary sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations

Prerequisite: Successful completion of U.S. History and Government 11R or
AP U.S. History

Grade:  12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Economics examines the ways in which economics affects the lives of individuals and
how individuals, through their economic choices, shape their world. This course will
focus on both macro and microeconomics and will examine: types of business
organizations, the role of the government in the economy, business failures, banking,
the stock market, personal finance, globalization, and international trade. Special
emphasis will be placed on personal finance and current economic issues. Successful
completion of this course or AP Macroeconomics is required for graduation.

TEXT
Teacher supplied handouts and resources

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily homework assignments, quizzes, tests, literary works, simulations, small group
and individual projects, and class discussions.
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Participation in Government

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of
primary and secondary sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations

Prerequisite: Successful completion of U.S. History and Government 11R or
AP U.S. History

Grade: 12
Credit: ½
___________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course provides students with opportunities to become engaged in the political
process by acquiring the knowledge and practicing the skills necessary for active
citizenship.  Students will explore foundations of democracy, rights, responsibilities
and duties of citizenship and public policy.  This course is designed to increase the
student's understanding of the present-day issues that face America, and how these
issues impact our daily lives as well as our relations with the international
community.  Through the use of primary sources, discussion and debate, research,
film and informational text, students will emerge as better informed citizens as they
transition out of high school.
Successful completion of this course is required for graduation.

TEXT
Teacher provided handouts and articles.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily homework assignments, quizzes, tests, informational text, literary works,
simulations, small group and individual projects, discussion forums and debates.

AP Macroeconomics

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Types of Assessments: Advanced Placement Exam, research papers, essays,

seminars
Prerequisite: Completion of 11th grade US History & Government or

AP US History
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
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________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
AP Macroeconomics is an introductory college-level course that focuses on the
principles that apply to economic systems as a whole. The course places particular
emphasis on the study of national income and price-level determination; it also
develops students' familiarity with economic performance measures, the financial
sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and international economics. Current
events will be a consistent feature of the course, along with a research project on the
relationship between national economic policy and how it impacts the individual
citizen.  Additionally, all of the work related to the Senior Internship Program will be
incorporated into the course.  In doing so, all students will fulfill the Participation in
Government requirement for senior year. Students learn to use graphs, charts, and
data to analyze, describe, and explain economic concepts.

Successful completion of this course or Economics is required for graduation.

TEXT
Krugman's Macroeconomics for AP

WORK EXPECTATIONS
This is a college level course. Students should be prepared to work both
independently and collaboratively as we progress through the course work. 
Preparedness for class and a willingness to contribute to the discussion and analysis
of economic principles are essential.

AP Comparative Government and Politics

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Types of Assessments: Advanced Placement Exam, projects, research, tests, quizzes,

essays, papers, analysis of primary and secondary sources, Socratic seminars,
debates and presentations
Prerequisite: Recommended 90 or higher in U.S. History OR 85 or higher in

AP U.S. History AND 90 or higher in English 11; teacher recommendation;
demonstration of habits of success

Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course compares the political structures and practices of the U.S., Great Britain,
China, Russia, Mexico, Nigeria and Iran.  Students will become familiar with the
sources of public authority and political power, the relationship between
state and society, and the course of political change.  In addition, the course examines
the way economics affects the lives of individuals and how individuals through their
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economic choices, shape their world.  Additionally, all of the work related to the
Senior Internship Program will be incorporated into the course.  In doing so, all
students will fulfill the Economics requirement for senior year. Students are required
to take the AP Comparative Government and Politics examination in May.
Successful completion of this course or Participation in Government is required
for graduation.

TEXT
Kesselman: Introduction to Comparative Politics
Kesselman: Readings in Comparative Politics

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Weekly homework assignments are assessed with a quiz and a weekly current events
write up; primary and secondary source readings; participation in class discussions; a
research project will be assigned in each of the first three quarters. Debates, as well
as reflective writing are course requirements.

Social Studies Focus Electives

Social Inequality in the United States

Curriculum Level: Honors, college credit
Type of Assessments: Research, essays, quizzes, tests, analysis of primary and secondary
sources, Socratic seminars, and debates
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½ (3 undergraduate SUNY New Paltz credits)
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course will examine the causes, consequences, and proposed solutions to social
inequality in the United States. We will explore the scope of social inequality based on a
variety of factors including: gender, sexuality, gender identity, race, ethnicity, and age.
Emphasis will be placed on civil rights, access to goods and services i.e. education, wages,
housing, transportation and credit/financial services/banking. Students will critically
examine how inequalities develop over time, the impact of inequalities, and possible
solutions to alleviate or eradicate inequities facing the United States today.

TEXT
Teacher provided handouts, articles, and supplementary texts

WORK EXPECTATIONS
The course requires students to be self-motivated and mature learners. It emphasizes
individual close readings of the assigned texts, thoughtful individual critiques of media and
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readings (both orally and in writing), and weekly discussions. Reading, presentation,
collaboration with peers, discussion forums and debates, as well as reflective writing are
course requirements.

AP Psychology

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This is a college level course introducing psychology as a scientific study of the mind and
behavior. The course examines the different schools of psychology such as, biological,
behavioral, cognitive, humanistic, psychodynamic and social
theories of psychology as they relate to behavior and development. There is an emphasis on
the application of multiple levels of analysis for describing behaviors,
traits and developmental themes. Major research studies and techniques are also discussed
regarding animal and human behavior.

TEXT
Psychology for the AP Course 3rd edition

WORK EXPECTATIONS
This is a rigorous course comparable to a typical college introductory psychology class. It is
expected that students complete daily assigned readings, article reviews, papers and
projects. Quizzes relating to the assigned readings are given frequently and are
unannounced. Course exams are administered to simulate the environment of the Advanced
Placement Exam. Students are required to take the AP examination in May.

Business Law

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Assessments: Research, essays, analysis of primary and secondary sources,
Socratic seminars, and debates
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
The legal and business fields have more influence than ever on what happens in our society.
Students in this course will explore the foundations of the legal and business fields and how
these professions interact with one another. The course is offered in
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three (3) parts: 1) foundations of the legal field 2) foundations of the business world and, 3)
business and the law. Students will explore the basic concepts that underlie each discipline
including the ethics and responsibilities we have as American citizens and how the legal
system affects our society. They will also learn about the qualities of a successful business,
specific laws with which businesses must comply and how businesses address legal issues.
Students will develop an in-depth understanding of business law through a wide array of
projects and assignments including role-plays, simulations and mock trials.

TEXT
Teacher provided handouts and articles

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Reading, presentation, collaboration with peers, role-play, simulations, and reflective
writing.

History Through Film

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Assessments: Research, essays, analysis of primary and secondary sources,
Socratic seminars, and debates
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course examines films as historical sources that construct the past and reveal the social,
political, and economic settings of their time periods.  Students will critically analyze how
historical events are portrayed by the entertainment industry and will develop an
understanding of how to interpret and evaluate film content for accuracy.

TEXT
Teacher provided handouts and articles

WORK EXPECTATIONS
The course requires students to be self-motivated learners and emphasizes individual close
readings of the assigned texts, thoughtful individual critiques of the films and readings (both
orally and in writing), and weekly discussions.

Contemporary Topics in the News
in t

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Assessments: Research, essays, analysis of primary and secondary sources,
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Socratic seminars, and debates
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Engage in conversations on a variety of local, national, and international news stories.
Topics will include popular culture, business, politics, technology, sports,
and the arts. Multiple perspectives will be examined at these round-table
discussions. Bring an open mind.

TEXT
Teacher provided handouts and articles.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
The course requires students to be self-motivated learners and emphasizes individual
readings of assigned texts, thoughtful examination of contemporary topics (both orally and
in writing), and daily discussions.

Senior Internship Program

Curriculum Level: Regents
Types of Assessments: Journal entries, attendance and evaluation reports, on-site

interview, résumé, presentation
Prerequisite: Student in Good Standing
Grade: 12
Credit: Included in Senior English and Government Classes
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
SIP is an unpaid internship that provides senior students with a link between school and the
workplace. The program provides students with hands-on opportunities which give them
experience in careers of interest. The Senior Internship Program is part of the senior
Government and Economics class requirement. SIP is an interdisciplinary program that
fulfills requirements for English and Humanities classes as well. An internship is designed
to meet the student’s academic requirements, as well as his/her career goals.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Internships are 4-8 weeks, 6 hours a day, 5 days a week. Journals, mentor evaluations,
attendance sheets, an on-site interview, and a Google Slides or PowerPoint presentation are
required.  SIP is run in conjunction with Government & Economics classes.
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

Mathematics is important to every student. The Mathematics faculty encourages all
students to become literate and competent with concepts they encounter during their
mathematics studies.  Students encounter numerous and varied problems that
encourage them to value and develop mathematical habits of mind and to understand
and appreciate the role of mathematics in their daily lives. Teachers strive to create
and maintain classroom environments that encourage students to become responsible
for their own learning and that instill the skills necessary for the 21st century.

Students utilize technology in data collection, analysis, representation, conjecturing
and prediction. Graphing calculators and computer dynamic software is used through
the program to facilitate critical thinking and problem solving.

In addition to course offerings, opportunities are available for students to engage in
mathematically oriented extracurricular activities, such as tutoring, competitions and
mathematics clubs.mathematics clubs.

Algebra I

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Math 8
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course covers the New York State’s introductory algebra curriculum, the first of
the State’s three-year sequence of study in mathematics. Topics covered will be
number systems, operations with algebraic expressions, equations and inequalities,
ratio and proportions, geometric figures, graphing functions, realistic applications of
linear and exponential data, special products and factors, quadratic functions, systems
of equations, algebraic fractions and equations, and statistics.  The Regents exam for
this curriculum of study will be given in June.

TEXT
Algebra I, Glencoe (E-book)
A graphing calculator will be needed for this course. (TI-NSpire will be used daily in
class.
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  Students will be given a variety of assessments including traditional
quizzes and tests, online quizzes, and projects.  Daily homework is assigned and daily
concept review is essential for success in this course.

Statistics

Curriculum Level:  Elective
Type of Examination:  Department
Prerequisite:  Math 8
Grade:  9 or 10
Credit:  1/2
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
In this course, students will cover the following topics: exploring and understanding
data, gathering data, analyzing data. They will collect sets of data and present them in
a cohesive fashion to support arguments. They will critique studies and statistics that
appear in their daily lives. Students will also design studies and implement them to
gain experience gathering and analyzing data.  Additionally, students will learn about
the normal curve and how it impacts them directly.  This course contains the
rudiments of the AP Statistics course and is intended for students who desire taking
AP Statistics in the future. After taking this course, students will never read the
newspaper the same way again!

TEXT
Stats: Modeling the World, Bock, Velleman and De Veaux.
A graphing calculator will be needed for this course.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this class will work in small and large groups. There will be a variety of
assessments, including projects and group work assignments. Most of the work for
this course will be done in class.  A graphing calculator will be needed for this course.

Geometry: Accelerated

Curriculum Level: Accelerated
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Algebra
Grade: 9
Credit: 1

37



_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This rigorous course is intended for students of demonstrated ability who have the
desire and capability to learn and work independently and to think creatively.
Students are expected to demonstrate their understanding at a high level. The entire
content of Geometry is completed in more depth, with greater rigor and with selected
additional topics such as applied trigonometry, analytic geometry, transformations,
functions and topology. The TI-Nspire calculator is used to supplement and enhance
both understanding of an application of geometric concepts. The Geometry Regents
exam for this curriculum of study will be given in June.

TEXT
Geometry, Glencoe (E-book).
A graphing calculator (TI-Nspire) is recommended. Geometric compass and
straightedge will be needed for this course.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students enrolled in this course will be expected to have the appropriate habits of
mind to perform at an accelerated level. There is an assumption that all previous math
was mastered. There are conjectures about geometric situations and proofs in a
variety of ways, both formal and informal, that their conclusion follows logically
from their hypothesis. Students in this course will work collaboratively in small and
large groups as well as individually to solve problems. All students are required to
take the Regents exam in Geometry upon the completion of this course. Daily
homework and concept review is essential for success in this course. Thorough
completion of writing assignments and independent learning are also required.

Introduction to Architecture and Design

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Grade: 9-12
Types of Assessments: Projects, Presentations
Prerequisite: N/A
Credit: 1/2
____________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Students will be able to immerse themselves in the world of architecture through
creativity, problem solving, and critically thinking about solving problems through
design. Students will learn various aspects of architecture through architectural
history, drawing (both by hand and computer design), and different presentation
styles to give students the ability to express their thoughts and ideas in a variety of
modes.

38



I. History of Architecture
a. Famous architects
b. Famous works
c. How history affected architecture

II. Representing Architecture
a. Freehand drawing
b. Computer Aided Drawing
c. Physical Model Making

III. Urban Planning
a. City/neighborhood design
b. Landscape Architecture

IV. Sustainable Design
a. Renewable Resources
b. Green Design

V.        Design Build

TEXT
● Teacher provided notes and handouts.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Be respectful and listen while others are speaking. Raise your hand to be called on.
Respect classroom and classmates’ supplies. Be understanding that all students have
different learning styles and learn at different speeds.

Geometry

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Algebra
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is a study of Euclidean geometry. Students experience a logical and
rigorous mathematical system based on definitions, postulates and theorems.
Deductive proof is the backbone of the course. Students explore properties of parallel
lines, triangle congruence and similarity, polygons, circles and area and volume.
Additional topics include coordinate geometry and straightedge and compass
constructions. Geometer’s sketchpad software is used for demonstration.
The Regents exam for this curriculum of study will be given in June.
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TEXT
Geometry, Glencoe (E-book)

A graphing calculator and geometric compass will be needed for this course.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  Students are given a variety of assessments including traditional
quizzes and tests, as well as projects.  Daily homework is assigned and daily concept
review is essential for success in this course.

SAT Math Prep-Course

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Grade: 10-12, preference given to grades 11 and 12
Types of Assessments: Pre-test, mid-test, and post-test
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 & Geometry
Offered: Semester 1 (Quarters 1 & 2)  or Semester 2 (Quarters 3 & 4)
Credit: 1/4
____________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is designed for students that have completed at least two years of high
school mathematics and are prepared to take and/or retake the SAT test.  The aim of
the course is to help students learn the best strategies, test-taking skills, and needed
content to maximize their potential scores on these tests and prepare them for college.
In this course the math layout, strategies, and levels of questions will be discussed in
detail. Content lessons including but not limited to Heart of Algebra, Problem
Solving, Data Analysis, Advanced Geometry, and Advanced Trigonometry will be
taught. Benchmark exams will also be provided with a pre-test, mid-test, and post-test
to monitor growth.

This course meets every other day and is offered each semester.

TEXT
● SAT Prep Book
● Khanacademy account

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Be respectful to the classroom, classmates, and teacher.
Bring required materials including SAT Prep Book & graphing calculator daily.
Work diligently on SAT material or guided lessons during the duration of the class
and bring a positive work ethic.
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Algebra 2: Functions and Models

Curriculum Level: Non-Regents
Type of Examination: Local Exam
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry
Grade:   11-12
Credit:   1
_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is primarily for students in business, social studies, liberal
arts/humanities. Major topics include: an introduction to functions and graphing,
linear functions, quadratic and exponential functions. Additional topics include: rates
of change, modeling data, systems of linear equations, exponents, radicals, and
logarithms. A specific graphics calculator is required and integrated throughout the
course. This course is not intended for science, technical, or engineering students or
students who want to pursue advanced calculus.

TEXT
Multiple resources will be utilized to facilitate the transition from Algebra I to
Algebra II mathematical concepts.

A graphing calculator will be needed for this course.

EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE
Students must be on track to complete New York State high school graduation
requirements and meet all necessary prerequisites for the college course as defined in
the college’s course catalog. All classes take place in the high school during the
students’ regular school day.

Students who wish to participate for college algebra credit must pass a college
administered placement exam. Students who complete all required coursework
receive a grade which is recorded on an official Westchester Community College
transcript, which then can be forwarded to the student’s college for transfer credit
evaluation

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will be evaluated through graded worksheets, quizzes and
exams.  Students MUST do the homework, it is essential for success in this course.
Homework is reviewed every day and the class proceeds only when the material is
mastered.  Homework is given every night, and long term packets are sometimes
given to aid in review.
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Algebra 2: Accelerated

Curriculum Level: Accelerated
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Geometry Accelerated & Mastery Level on Geometry Regents (85%)
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Building on their work with linear, quadratic, and exponential functions, students
extend their repertoire of functions to include polynomial, rational, and radical
functions. Students work closely with the expressions that define the functions, and
continue to expand and hone their abilities to model situations and to solve equations,
including solving quadratic equations over the set of complex numbers and solving
exponential equations using the properties of logarithms.  In addition to classic
Algebra 2 topics, students will be exposed to analytic thinking through the use of
advanced statistics and trigonometric graphs.  The Mathematical Practice Standards
apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that
students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes
use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.

TEXT
Big Ideas. Larson and Boswell

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to continue developing alternative solutions, strategies and
algorithms. They will be required to work collaboratively as well as become familiar
with web2.0 tools and social networking in order to be successful. Daily homework
and concept review is essential for success in this course. Thorough completion of
weekly self-directed online assignments are also required.  All students are required
to take the Regents exam Algebra 2 upon the completion of this course. It is strongly
suggested to have a TI-Nspire.

Algebra 2

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry - Suggested previous regents grade of 75 or

higher on both exams
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
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__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Building on their work with linear, quadratic, and exponential functions, students
extend their repertoire of functions to include polynomial, rational, and radical
functions. Students work closely with the expressions that define the functions, and
continue to expand and hone their abilities to model situations and to solve equations,
including solving quadratic equations over the set of complex numbers and solving
exponential equations using the properties of logarithms. In addition to classic
Algebra 2 topics, students will be exposed to analytic thinking through the use of
advanced statistics and trigonometric graphs. The Mathematical Practice Standards
apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that
students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes
use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.

TEXT
Big Ideas. Larson and Boswell

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will be evaluated through online assessment platforms,
quizzes and tests. Students MUST do the homework, it is essential for success in this
course. Homework is given every night. There is an expectation that students have
good recall of algebra 1 topics to be successful. All students are required to take the
Regents exam in Algebra 2 Common Core upon the completion of this course. It is
suggested students have a graphing calculator (TI-Nspire).

Pre-Calculus

Curriculum Level: Grade Level
Type of Examination: Local Exam
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 or Algebra 2/PreCalculus Accelerated
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
______________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
In this rigorous course for students, there is an in-depth coverage on topics in
advanced algebra including functions, conic sections, sequences and series,
combinatorics, probability, statistics and rates of change. At the completion of this
course, students will be well prepared for a study of calculus. By the end of this
course, students have completed the content preparation needed for the SAT II level II
test in mathematics. Mathematical agility is a focus, particularly in using creativity in
problem solving.
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TEXT
Pre-Calculus with Limits, Larson, Hostetler
Calculus – Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic,3rd ed., Finney, Demana, Waits, Kennedy

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily homework assignments from the book and daily notes in every class are
expected and should be taken seriously. Students should take detailed notes of all
examples worked out on the board. Frequent quizzes and exams will determine the
majority of your grade. Chapter tests are a very important part of this class.  They are
designed to assess the students understanding of the terms, theorems, concepts and
applications of the chapter.

This entire course is done without the use of a Calculator.

EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE
Approval for SUNY college credit is pending. Students must be on track to complete
New York State high school graduation requirements and meet all necessary
prerequisites for the college course as defined in the college’s course catalog. All
classes take place in the high school during the students’ regular school day.

Students who wish to participate for college credit must pass a college administered
placement exam. Students who complete all required coursework receive a grade
which is recorded on an official SUNY transcript, which then can be forwarded to the
student’s college for transfer credit evaluation.

Pre-Calculus/Intro to Calculus BC

Curriculum Level: Accelerated
Type of Examination: Local Exam
Prerequisite: Algebra 2  Accelerated & Mastery (85%) on Algebra 2 Regents
Grade: 11
Credit: 1
_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is designed for students who plan to study AP Calculus BC in their senior
year.  Topics covered are sequences and series, function theory, theory of polynomial
equations, analytic geometry, theory of limits and continuity, polar and vector and
parametric equations, differentiation and applications of the derivative.

TEXT
Pre-Calculus with Limits, Larson, Hostetler
Calculus – Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic,3rd ed., Finney, Demana, Waits, Kennedy
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily homework will be assigned.  There are approximately five quizzes and three
tests each marking period.  This entire course is done without the use of a Calculator.

EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE
Approval for SUNY college credit is pending. Students must be on track to complete
New York State high school graduation requirements and meet all necessary
prerequisites for the college course as defined in the college’s course catalog. All
classes take place in the high school during the students’ regular school day.

Students who wish to participate for college credit must pass a college administered
placement exam. Students who complete all required coursework receive a grade
which is recorded on an official SUNY transcript, which then can be forwarded to the
student’s college for transfer credit evaluation

AP Calculus AB

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus or Algebra 2/Pre-Calculus Accelerated &

Teacher Recommendation
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
AP Calculus is a college course designed to develop the students' understanding of
the concepts of calculus and to provide experience with its methods and
applications. The course emphasizes a multi-representational approach to calculus
with concepts, results, and problems being expressed geometrically, numerically,
analytically, and verbally. Course topics include limits and their properties,
differentiation and its application, integration, logarithms, exponentials, and other
transcendentals, area under a curve and volume in the coordinate plane.
The AP exam for this class will be given in May.

TEXT
A Graphing Calculator is used sporadically throughout this course.
Larson, Hostetler, Edwards, Calculus of a Single Variable. 7th ed. New York:
Houghton Mifflin, 2002.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Grades are computed using homework, quizzes and exams.
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Most exams follow the format of the AP Exam. Multiple choice with and without the
calculator are used as well as questions from Part 3 and 4 from the AP exam. All
students are highly recommended to work with the teacher during mutual free time.

AP Calculus BC

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus/Intro to Calculus & Teacher Recommendation
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This college-level course includes topics such from AP Calculus AB as well as
differentiation, integration, techniques and applications of differentiation and
integration, sequences and series, differential equations,  transcendental functions,
integration by parts, partial fractions, logistic growth, and parametric, vector and
polar functions.  The AP exam for this class will be given in May.

TEXT
Calculus – Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic,3rd ed., Finney, Demana, Waits, Kennedy

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily homework is assigned. There are two calculator and two non-calculator tests
each marking period. Grades are computed using homework, quizzes and exams.
Most exams follow the format of the AP Exam. Multiple choice with and without the
calculator are used as well as questions from Part 3 and 4 from the AP exam.

AP Statistics

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 Accelerated minimum grade of 85 & teacher approval,
recommended Statistics
Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
_________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is equivalent to a one-semester introductory course at the college level.
The course is divided into 4 categories: exploring data, planning a study, anticipating
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patterns, and statistical inference.  Students will be introduced to the major concepts
and tools for collecting, analyzing and drawing conclusions from data

TEXT
Stats Modeling the World by Bock, Velleman and DeVeaux

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will be evaluated through in class assessments and homework
assignments.   Students MUST do the homework, it is essential for success in this
course.  We go over the homework every day and proceed only when we have
mastered the material. Homework is given every night, and long term packets are
sometimes given to aid in review.

Financial Algebra

Curriculum Level: Grade Level
Type of Examination: Local Exam
Prerequisite: Algebra II
Grade:   12
Credit:   1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Advanced Algebra with Financial Applications is a college-preparatory course that
will use sophisticated mathematics to give students the tools to become financially
responsible young adults. The course employs algebra, precalculus, probability and
statistics, calculus and geometry to solve financial problems that occur in everyday
life. Real-world problems in investing, credit, banking, auto insurance, mortgages,
employment, income taxes, budgeting and planning for retirement are solved by
applying the relevant mathematics. Field projects, computer spreadsheets, and
graphing calculators are key components of the course.

TEXT
Gerver, R. & Sgroi, R. Financial Algebra. South-Western/Cengage Learning:
Mason OH.  Copyright 2011.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
A variety of formative and summative assessment methods are used throughout
Financial Algebra.  The assessments are aligned with the course purpose and the
instructional strategies used, and with the Common Core Standards for the
development of mathematically proficient students.  Through the activities featured in
this class, students are offered assessment opportunities to address mathematics as a
sense-making tool, problem solve, reason, construct arguments, offer
mathematics-justified critiques of arguments, model, use appropriate tools, attend to
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precision, look for and make use of structure, and look for and express regularity in
repeated reasoning.

Calculus 1

Curriculum Level: College Level (non-AP)
Type of Examination: Local Exam
Prerequisite: 1) Completed College Pre-Calculus or Algebra 2/PreCalculus
Accelerated, AND 2) Score Math Subject SAT >630, ACT Math >28 or Pass SUNY
placement exam AND Department approval
Grade: 12
Credit:   1
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Calculus 1 is a college course designed to develop the students' understanding of the
concepts of calculus and to provide experience with its methods and
applications. The course emphasizes a multi-representational approach to calculus
with concepts, results, and problems being expressed geometrically, numerically,
analytically, and verbally. Subjects include: the concept of limit; derivatives of
algebraic functions; curve plotting, related rates, maxima and minima; Rolle's
theorem; Mean Value theorem; introduction to integration; differentiation and
integration of sines and cosines; area under a curve; definite integral; fundamental
theorems of integral calculus.

This course will be aligned with SUNY standards.

TEXT
To be determined

EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE
Approval for SUNY college credit is pending. Students must be on track to complete
New York State high school graduation requirements and meet all necessary
prerequisites for the college course as defined in the college’s course catalog. All
classes take place in the high school during the students’ regular school day.

Students who wish to participate for college credit must pass a college administered
placement exam. Students who complete all required coursework receive a grade
which is recorded on an official SUNY transcript, which then can be forwarded to the
student’s college for transfer credit evaluation.

48



COMPUTER SCIENCE

Game Design I: GameMaker & GML Coding

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Types of Assessments:  Project based
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Students will create applications and games using the GameMaker software. 
GameMaker allows students to create fun and exciting computer games. Students
will learn the basics of programming and coding using GML gaming language.  They
will design a variety of games within different genres. Using easy to learn
drag-and-drop actions, students will learn to create backgrounds, animated graphics,
music, sound effects and more on their way to creating professional looking and
enjoyable games in very little time.

TEXT
Online resources

WORK EXPECTATIONS
All work is done during class in the computer lab.

Game Design II :Game Design & Android Apps Coding

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Types of Assessments:  Project based
Prerequisite: Game Design I or Completed Technology Elective
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Students will create applications and games using GameGuru Max. They will learn
the basics of programming and designing games.  They will also learn to design basic
Android & iPhone Mobile Apps & Games.
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Topics include game theory, game design and mobile app design using “appy pie” and
“buildfire”. Students are encouraged to find ways to make programs uniquely their
own as they create games in both 2-D & 3-D environments.

TEXT
Online resources

WORK EXPECTATIONS
All work is done during class in the computer lab.

Computer Design/3-D Graphic Design

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Project based
Prerequisite: None
Grades: 9-12
Credit:  ½

*Can be used towards the 1 credit art graduation requirement
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is a project based course that introduces students to some basic 2D and
3D design applications. Applications that students will learn include Photoshop,
Sculptris, Crazytalk, Westpoint  Bridge Builder, Sketchup and Pixton.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Some of the projects students will work on include architectural designs such as home
designs, floor plans and bridge designs as well as 3D character creation, storyboard
creation, and image editing.

Digital Media & Art: Photoshop Design & Music Creation

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Project based
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9-12
Credit:  ½

*Can be used towards the 1 credit art graduation requirement
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DESCRIPTION
This course is a must for students interested in the digital arts/technology experience.
Topics covered in this class will include all of the newest technologies in digital
media.

Topics covered in this class include:
Image Design  Using Photoshop
Audio/Music editing & creation Using PC & Mac Software
Web Design

The course will also incorporate working with Digital Audio Equipment in the
Schools’ Radio Station.  Students will edit, manipulate, record and create music
tracks. They will create animated movies and digital images that may be incorporated
into web pages. Students learn to use the newest tools on the Internet, as well as,
creating 2/3-D games.

TEXT
Online Resource

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students will design projects in the following areas of Digital Media:

● Image Editing Projects & Design using Photoshop
● Web Design using Dreamweaver & Online Web Editors
● Animation using interactive websites
● Game Design
● Digital Music Design

Introduction to Java

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: None
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This is an introductory course in computer programming using the Java language.
Students begin programming with Karel the Robot – a virtual robot living in a robot
world.  This unit ends with writing a program to help Karel escape from a maze.
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After working with simple Java commands in Karel, students then learn to write Java
programs utilizing decision structures, looping structures, and object-oriented
programming. Concepts such as algorithms, logic, truth tables, binary and
hexadecimal numbers are also introduced.

TEXT
Karel J Robot, Bergin, Stehlik, Roberts, Pattis
Fundamentals of Java, Lambert, Osborne
Online resources.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
All work is done during class in the computer lab.

AP Computer Science A

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Intro to Java or AP CSP Co-requisite: Algebra 2/Trig
Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
AP Computer Science A is equivalent to a first-semester, college-level course in
computer science. This course emphasizes programming methodology with a
concentration on problem solving and algorithm development. Students learn to
follow logic in code already written, and they learn to write and implement program
code.  The course also includes the study of data structures.  Topics covered include
data types, Boolean  expressions, conditional execution, Strings, arrays and array
algorithms, iterative statements, searching and sorting algorithms, classes and objects.

The AP exam for this class will be taken in May.

TEXT
Litvin, Maria, and Gary Litvin. Java Methods: Object-Oriented Programming and
Data Structures. Andover, MA: Skylight Pub., 2015
Online resources.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Daily homework is assigned.  Computer programming assignments are often done at
home.  There will be three or four exams each marking period.
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AP Computer Science Principles

Curriculum Level:   Advanced Placement
Type of Examination:   Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite:   Must be in 10th grade or above
Grade:   10-12
Credit:   1
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
AP Computer Science Principles (CSP) is a course designed to be equivalent to a
first-semester introductory college course, and is designed to broaden participation in
computer science.  Students will develop computational thinking skills vital for
success across all disciplines.  The course is unique in its focus on fostering students’
creativity.  Students are encouraged to apply creative processes when developing
computational artifacts and to think creatively while using computer software and
other technology to explore questions that are of interest to them.  Throughout the
course, students will develop effective communication and collaboration skills,
working individually and collaboratively to problem solve, while simultaneously
discussing the importance of these problems, and the impact on their community,
society, and the world.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
All work is done during class in the computer lab. Assessments each unit will serve to
prepare students for the two performance tasks they must submit as part of their AP
examination.
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

One of the main goals of the Science Department is to help students become better
critical thinkers. The courses offered by the department are diverse and provide
students with opportunities to broaden their content knowledge. A wide variety of
project-based learning experiences are provided for students through scientific
research opportunities and other content-related work. Advanced Placement courses
are offered in every possible subject area.  Our unique and diverse electives offer all
types of learners chances to experience science in action. The courses offered by the
department assist students to become well-rounded, competitive and prepared for
their college experiences.

Living Environment with Lab

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This is a Regents level course based upon the Living Environment curriculum. Living
Environment is a New York State Department of Education’s inquiry-based course
focusing on the scientific method, biological tools, life characteristics of
cells, reproduction, modern genetics, evolution, diversity, and ecology. This course
also includes a study of human anatomy, health and physiology.

TEXT
Biology, Miller & Levine, Prentice Hall 2003.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Weekly quizzes and unit tests will cover class work, laboratory and homework
assignments.  Homework is given each night and laboratory assignments must be
completed.  According to State law “All students in a Regents science course must
complete the laboratory requirement of 1200 minutes of hands-on laboratory
experiences, with satisfactory laboratory reports prior to entry into a Regents
examination in science.”  There are four State-mandated labs that must be completed
to take the Regents exam and pass this course.
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Physical Setting:  Earth Science with Lab

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Living Environment
Grade: 9-10
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course provides a foundation in understanding Earth’s complex and dynamic
processes.  Topics include geology, paleontology, astronomy, meteorology, and
climatology.  These topics advance students’ understanding of issues such as climate
change, the use of natural resources and energy development.  Instructional methods
include lecture, inquiry activities, discussion and lab investigations.  This course
emphasizes the use of reference materials and raw data to draw conclusions.  A
Regents exam and a lab practical are required.

TEXT
Earth Science: Geology, the Environment and the Universe, Glencoe 2002
Reviewing Earth Science, 3rd edition, Thomas McGuire, Amsco 2010

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to participate in class discussions and lab work. Quizzes,
homework, projects and tests are used to monitor progress. State law requires that
“All students in a Regents science course must complete the laboratory requirement
of 1200 minutes of hands-on laboratory experiences, with satisfactory laboratory
reports prior to entry into a Regents examination in science”.

Physical Setting:  Chemistry with Lab

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Living Environment, Earth Science, Algebra I
Recommendation: Students should be currently enrolled in Geometry
Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
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__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is aligned to follow the New York State Department of Education’s
Physical Setting: Chemistry syllabus.  The course covers topics relating to atomic
structure, matter and energy, the periodic table, bonding, stoichiometry, kinetics and
equilibrium, acids and bases, oxidation and reduction, organic and nuclear chemistry.
Three is a required lab component to the course.

TEXT
Chemistry; Wilbraham; Staley, Matta, Waterman

WORK EXPECTATIONS
The course includes projects and traditional assessments such as quizzes and exams
for each unit of study. Laboratory exercises and projects are included as part of the
course grade. All students are required to take the New York State Regents
Examination at the end of the course. State law requires that “All students in a
Regents science course must complete the laboratory requirement of 1200 minutes of
hands-on laboratory experiences, with satisfactory laboratory reports prior to entry
into a Regents examination in science”.

Physical Setting:  Physics with Lab

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Geometry and Regents Chemistry
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Regents Physics is a first-year physics course for anyone curious about the laws of
nature. The curriculum emphasizes problem solving methods and conceptual
understandings of physical phenomena through lecture, group work and laboratory
investigations.  Students will develop a solid foundation for AP Physics B or AP
Physics C. The major topics studied are mechanics, electricity and magnetism, wave
theory, and selected topics in modern physics. Regents Physics meets five (5) days
per week with lab periods every other meeting day for a full year.

TEXT
Physics: Systems and Applications, Martin and Spronk
Conceptual Physics, 10th Edition, Paul Hewitt.
Brief Review in Physics: The Physical Setting, Prentice Hall, 2020.

56



WORK EXPECTATIONS
Regents Physics is a course that requires the application of mathematics as the
language of nature.  Significant problem solving and lab analysis will need to be done
outside the classroom. State law requires that “All students in a Regents science
course must complete the laboratory requirement of 1200 minutes of hands-on
laboratory experiences, with satisfactory laboratory reports prior to entry into a
Regents examination in science”.  All students are required to take the Regents
Examination in June.

AP Biology

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Living
Environment, Earth Science and Chemistry
Recommendation: 85 or higher on the Biology and Chemistry Regents Exams and
earned grades of 90 or better in each.
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
The Advanced Placement Biology course is equivalent to a two-semester college
introductory biology course. The revised AP Biology course focuses on inquiry-
based learning of essential concepts to capture the important work that scientists
engage in. The students will develop advanced inquiry and reasoning skills, such as
designing a plan for collecting data, analyzing data, applying mathematical routines,
and connecting concepts in and across domains.

TEXT
Biology 11th Edition; Campbell Reece.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to complete laboratory exercises and construct reports on a
weekly basis. Homework and quizzes are given when appropriate. Exams follow
major units of study. Students are required to take the AP examination in May.

AP Chemistry

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Regents Chemistry and Algebra II
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Recommendation: Students should have scored an 85 or better on the Regents
Chemistry Exam and earn a grade of 90 for the course
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
The Advanced Placement Chemistry course is equivalent to both first-year college
general chemistry courses I and II. Topics covered include the structure of matter,
kinetic theory of gases, chemical equilibrium, and basic concepts of thermodynamics.

TEXT
Chemistry 6th Ed. by Zumdahl and Zumdahl

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Homework is assigned almost every night. Two to three unit exams will be given per
quarter. Laboratory experiments are done when deemed appropriate. Students are
required to take the AP examination in May.

AP Physics C:  Mechanics

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Regents Physics and

Algebra II/Trigonometry
Co-Requisite: Calculus BC is preferred but Calculus AB is appropriate
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
AP Physics C- Mechanics is a second year, single term, calculus-based course that
covers mechanics in depth using Newton’s Laws and Conservation Principles.  AP
Physics C- Mechanics is an introductory, college-level physics course intended for
engineering and physical science majors with a strong laboratory component that
requires students not only to solve problems but additionally, encourages students to
design, create, and analyze phenomena in lab as well.

TEXT
Physics for Scientists and Engineers, 2nd Edition, a Strategic Approach; Knight

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Physics AP C is a demanding course which requires the application of a solid
conceptual understanding of physical concepts with calculus.  Students should expect
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to cover the equivalent of a chapter per week. As a result, study for this course will
start in the summer by reading and completing the assignments for the first two
chapters in the textbook.  Students should expect to spend a significant amount of
time reading, solving problems, analyzing lab results, and composing formal
laboratory reports outside the classroom. There will be a total of twelve formal labs
required for successful completion of this course and students will be expected to
maintain a lab journal.  Students are required to take the AP examination in May.

AP Physics C:  Electricity and Magnetism

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Regents Physics, AP Physics C-Mechanics,
Algebra II, departmental approval
Co-Requisite: Calculus BC is preferred but Calculus AB is appropriate
Grade: 12
Credit: ½ (1 Semester)
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
AP Physics C- Electricity and Magnetism is a second year, single term,
calculus-based course that covers electricity and magnetism.  AP Physics C-
Electricity and Magnetism is an introductory, college-level physics course intended
for engineering and physical science majors with a strong laboratory component that
requires students not only to solve problems but additionally, encourages students to
design, create, and analyze phenomena in lab as well.

TEXT
Physics for Scientists and Engineers, 2nd Edition, a Strategic Approach; Knight

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Physics AP C is a demanding course which requires application of solid conceptual
understanding of Physical Concepts with Calculus.  Students should expect to cover
the equivalent of a chapter per week. As a result, study for this course will start in the
summer by reading and completing the assignments for the first two chapters in the
textbook.  Students should expect to spend a significant amount of
time reading, solving problems, analyzing lab results, and composing formal
laboratory reports outside the classroom. There will be a total of twelve formal labs
required for successful completion of this course and students will be expected to
maintain a lab journal.  Students are required to take the AP examination in May.
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AP Environmental Science

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Regents Chemistry
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Students who are interested in the environment and enjoy a challenge should take this
course! The course covers the scientific principles and methodologies required to
understand the interrelationships of the natural world; to identify problems, the
relative risks associated with these problems; and to examine alternative solutions for
resolving and/or preventing them. This is an interdisciplinary subject where concepts
from ecology, geology, sociology, biology and chemistry converge to further your
understanding of the Earth and life upon it. The laboratory component is integrated
with the content with an emphasis on the design of well-developed experiments. Field
trips are structured to reflect classroom studies with real world experience.

TEXT
Environmental, 5th Edition; Raven and Berg
Laboratory Investigations AP* Environmental Science; W. Molnar

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to participate in field trips, class discussions and lab work.
Quizzes, homework, projects and tests are used to monitor progress. Students must be
willing to commit time for their studies and the extensive reading required in the
course.  Students are required to take the AP examination in May.

Environmental Science

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective (Satisfies NYS requirement for 3rd year of
science credit)
Type of Examination: Local
Prerequisite: Successful completion of any two Regents Science courses
Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
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__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Environmental Science focuses on the interdependence of the Earth's natural systems
and the ways in which humans have impacted this delicate balance. Topics include
climate change, alternative energy, population dynamics, sustainability, and pollution
of air, water, and land.

TEXT
Online Resources

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Field work is an essential component of this course.  Students should expect to be
outdoors during class. Readings and research are necessary for successful completion
of this course. Lab work including reports are required.  Projects, tests and homework
and are used to assess your understanding of the material.

Forensic Science

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective (Satisfies NYS requirement for 3rd year of
science credit)
Type of Examination: Local
Prerequisite: Successful completion of any two Regents Science courses
Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This is a comprehensive course providing an introduction to the many fields of
Forensic Science.  Students will be given instruction and hands-on practice in the
specific techniques for evidence collection and processing.  Students will learn how
to analyze a crime scene and any evidence collected.

Topics included are fingerprinting, vehicle identification and tire marks, glass
fracture, ballistics, blood and body fluid analysis, soil analysis, odontology (tooth
mark evidence), DNA and gel electrophoresis, toxicology, fiber and hair analysis,
arson investigation and many more. Notable criminal case studies will be reviewed in
which forensics played an important role in bringing the perpetrator to justice.

TEXT
Forensic Science: An Introduction By Richard Saferstein

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Weekly lessons and mandatory Laboratory Work, with satisfactory laboratory reports
submitted completed and on time.
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Weekly Case Study Analyses with group worksheet submitted completed and on
time.
Weekly Quizzes and Monthly Examinations

Anatomy

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Local
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Living Environment
Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1/2
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course explores the structure and function of the human body at multiple levels:
individual cells, their coming together to form tissues, the organization of tissues into
organs, organs working together as parts of organ systems, and finally how those
organ systems support one another to maintain the body. Normal structure and
function are presented as a starting point, and then the effects of disease processes on
structure and function are examined. The effects of disease are also considered at
multiple levels, from cells to organ systems, and then beyond the effects on
individuals to how diseases affect populations and societies. Other topics include
nutrition, metabolism, and growth and development.

TEXT
Online Resources

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Weekly lessons and mandatory Laboratory Work, with satisfactory laboratory reports
submitted completed and on time.  Students should expect quizzes and examinations,
as well as daily homework assignments.
Bioethics

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Local
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Living Environment and Chemistry
Grade: 11-12
Credit: ½
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_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
The course centers on contemporary topics in Biology and Biotechnology that require
ethical examination.  The focus will be on examination of various topics with the
students being allowed to explore all ethical dimensions of the topics.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Weekly lessons and mandatory Laboratory Work, with satisfactory laboratory reports
and case studies submitted on time.  Students should expect quizzes and
examinations, as well as daily homework assignments.

TEXT
Online Resources

Physiology

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Local
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Living Environment
Recommended Prerequisite:  Anatomy
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½
_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course explores the function of the human body at multiple levels: individual
cells, their coming together to form tissues, the organization of tissues into organs,
organs working together as parts of organ systems, and finally how those organ
systems support one another to maintain the body. Everyday functions are presented
as a starting point, and then the effects of disease processes on mechanisms are
examined. The effects of disease are also considered at multiple levels, from cells to
organ systems, and then beyond the effects on individuals to how diseases affect
populations and societies. Other topics include nutrition, metabolism, and growth
and development.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Weekly lessons and mandatory Laboratory Work, with satisfactory laboratory reports
submitted completed and on time.  Students should expect quizzes and examinations,
as well as daily homework assignments.

TEXT
Online Resources
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Introduction to Engineering

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Project based
Co/Prerequisite: Algebra 1
Grade: 9-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Introduction to Engineering is a course designed to give students an introduction to
basic electronics, engineering mechanics, the design process, and the engineering
professions through project-based work. Projects, short quizzes, homework, class
participation, and research assignments will be used to assess your understanding of
the material. While most of the course will be hands-on, participating in
lessons/lectures, analysis of case studies, problem solving, reading, and research will
be necessary for successful completion of this course. Furthermore, theoretical
understanding of concepts will be put to the test through the assignment of complex
design problems  for a mid-year and a final assessment. Technical communication
skills will be developed and emphasized throughout this course to prepare students
for work with a variety of professionals as well as the public.

TEXT
Supplemental Materials

WORK EXPECTATIONS
While most of the course will be hands-on, participating in lessons/lectures, analysis
of case studies, problem solving, reading, and research will be necessary for
successful completion of this course. Projects, work journals, short quizzes,
homework, and class participation will be used to assess your understanding of the
material. Technical communication skills will be developed and emphasized
throughout this course since engineers need to work with a variety of professionals as
well as the public.

Advanced Engineering

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Project-based
Prerequisite: Regents Physics
Grade: 11-12
Credit: ½
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_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Advanced Engineering is a course designed to give an introduction to understanding
structures, the design process, and the engineering profession through project-based
work. Students will expand their knowledge of Newton’s Laws to include
torques/bending moments, center of mass, and basic strength of materials.

TEXT
Supplemental Materials

WORK EXPECTATIONS
While most of the course will be hands-on, participating in lessons/lectures, analysis
of case studies, problem solving, reading, and research will be necessary for
successful completion of this course. Projects, work journals, short quizzes,
homework, and class participation will be used to assess your understanding of the
material. Technical communication skills will be developed and emphasized
throughout this course since engineers need to work with a variety of professionals as
well as the public. Formal reports will be required for this course.

The Chemistry of Art

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Project based and final paper
Prerequisite: Regents Chemistry
Grade: 11-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course explores the world of art with a chemistry lens.  Art is simply
manipulated matter that is provocative and chemistry is the study of matter.  This
interdisciplinary course appeals to all types of students, those wishing to push
chemical concepts more deeply to those who are adverse to science.  Students will
learn the chemistry behind several artistic techniques and then will be given the
opportunity to create artistic works with them.

TEXT
Supplemental Materials

WORK EXPECTATIONS
There will be written assignments and art projects assigned – at least 2 or 3 each per
quarter.
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Introduction to Robotic Systems

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Project-Based
Co-requisite: Algebra
Grade: 9-12
Credit: ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This is a project-based, interdisciplinary course that introduces students to the skills
they need in order to design, build, program and operate robotic systems. Simple and
complex robotic devices will be designed, tested and revised throughout the course.
Students will also develop competency in using CAD during the design process.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
The course is project-based and attendance is essential. Students are assessed on their
design plans, their progress during the design process, written analysis of
performance, and final products. Additional hours of work may be required beyond
the school day.

**Special Note: All students transferring into Rye Neck from other States or
countries must take a skills assessment to determine appropriate placement
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RESEARCH

AP Seminar

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Living Environment, Earth Science and/or
Chemistry Recommendation: 85 or higher on Living Environment Regents Exams
and earned course grade(s) of 90 or better in each.
Grade: 10, 11
Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
In AP Seminar, taken in 10th or 11th grade, students choose and evaluate complex
topics through multiple lenses; identify credibility and bias in sources; and develop
arguments in support of a recommendation. AP Seminar is a project-based learning
course. This course develops students’ skills in research, analysis, evidence-based
arguments, collaboration, writing, and presenting

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Official AP Seminar assessments include research reports, written arguments, and
presentations completed during the academic year. Students are required to take the
AP examination in May.

AP Research

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Advanced Placement Exam
Prerequisite: A score of a 3 or higher on the AP seminar exam and earned course
grades of 90 or higher in the AP seminar class.
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1
________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
In the subsequent AP Research course, students design, execute, present, and defend
a yearlong research-based investigation on a topic of individual interest. They build
on skills developed in AP Seminar by learning how to understand research
methodology; employ ethical research practices; and collect, analyze, and synthesize
information to contribute to academic research. Like AP Seminar, AP Research is a
project-based course.
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Official AP Seminar assessments include research reports, written arguments, and
presentations completed during the academic year. Each student’s official AP
Research score is based on their academic paper, presentation, and oral defense.

Independent Learner Program

Focus Elective Course
Grades: 9-12
Credit: ½

DESCRIPTION
The Independent Learner Program (ILP) offers students an opportunity to develop
their strengths and talents through in-depth projects in areas of personal interest. ILP
emphasizes the development of questions and the application of skills in real world
situations. This self-directed program develops students who are creative,
responsible, good at solving problems and technologically literate.

Science Research

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Development and execution of a research paper
Co/Prerequisite: Biology
Grade: 9-12
Credit:   ½ per year
________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This is a course for students who wish to develop and execute an independent
scientific research project. The course requires at least a three-year commitment to
the development and execution of a project. The goal is for students to identify an
area of interest for study, actively seek out the opportunity to work with a mentor in
their field of interest, and work toward the completion of a research project by the
beginning of junior or senior year. Students are required to enter local, state and
national science competitions.

TEXT
Peer Review Journals
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students must demonstrate a seriousness of purpose while in the class. The course
requires students to devote a substantial amount of time, both during the school day
and beyond, towards conducting research, developing a research plan and actively
seeking a mentor. A notebook and portfolio of student work are also required.
Students must organize and participate in the school science symposium at the end of
each year. There are also opportunities to participate in additional local and regional
symposia. Students have the opportunity to earn 12 college credits through SUNY
Albany provided that they meet the University’s criteria.
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WORLD LANGUAGES

One of the essential hallmarks of a well-rounded and complete education is the pursuit of the ability
to communicate – to do business, to socialize, to conduct research, to live fully – in a language other
than one’s own.  This can only be a tremendous asset to any individual in our ever-shrinking and
increasingly interdependent global society.  The study of another language gives students an
understanding and appreciation of a different culture which enables the student to see the
connection between the culture that is lived and the language that is spoken.  Each course is
developed in alignment with the NYS learning standards for languages other than English, such that
students will study vocabulary and grammar topics, thereby developing the ability to communicate
effectively.  The World Languages Department immerses language learners in the target language
and culture through various means of communication, technology and media.  Students will be
assessed on their ability to pronounce, speak, write, and understand the target language.  Successful
completion of the level III course and the Comprehensive Level III examination (along with
requirements specific to other disciplines) may entitle students to a Regents diploma with Advanced
Designation.

Spanish Level 1 (Entry level high school)

Curriculum Level: Checkpoint A
Type of Examination: Projects, Quizzes, Tests, Compositions, Presentations,
Departmental midterm and NYSAWLA Checkpoint A Exam
Prerequisite: None
Grades: 9-12
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
In this course, the foundations for communication skills are taught: speaking, auditory
comprehension, reading and writing.  Intercultural awareness and understanding are
essential parts of the course.  Basic grammatical structures are taught.  This
introductory course is offered to high school students who, for a variety of reasons,
wish to begin anew the study of a language other than English in high school.  Upon
completion of this course, students will take the NYSAWLA Checkpoint A Exam and
continue to level II.

TEXT
Paso a Paso I
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
In addition to traditional tests, quizzes, and projects, students will work individually
and collaboratively to acquire the linguistic skills necessary to effectively
communicate in Spanish.  At the end of this course, students will take the
NYSAWLA Checkpoint A Exam.

French II, Italian II, Spanish II

Curriculum Level: First Half of Checkpoint B
Type of Examination: Projects, Quizzes, Tests, Compositions, Presentations,
Departmental midterm and final exam
Prerequisite: Successful completion of 8th grade French, Italian, or Spanish or Level
1 Spanish.
Grades: 9-12
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
Communication skills previously introduced are continued and strengthened.
Students are beginning to become able to express themselves more fully and
confidently, both orally and in writing.  Cultural awareness becomes an integral part
of the course.  Emphasis is placed on grammatical structures and varied tenses.
Students create original skits and dialogues which will be performed in class.  Upon
completion of this course, students will take a departmental level II final exam.

TEXT
French II: D’accord! 2
Italian II: Oggi in Italia
Spanish II: Paso a Paso II

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students will be expected to speak, write, and understand the target language through
various assessments, such as quizzes, tests, projects, compositions, and oral skits.

French Level III, Italian III, Spanish III

Curriculum Level:  Checkpoint B
Type of Examination: Projects, Quizzes, Tests, Compositions, Presentations,
Departmental midterm and NYSAWLA Checkpoint B Exam
Prerequisite: Successful completion of level II
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Grades: 10-12
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
Communication skills are enhanced through mastery of vocabulary and idiomatic
expressions.  Grammatical structures are reviewed throughout the course study.
Students will expand and review thematic topics through vocabulary and grammar
extracted from authentic materials in the target language such as poems, short stories,
music, and film.  Students completing the level 3 course have basic comfort with all
time frames (tenses) and can express themselves in familiar and predictable situations
relatively comfortably.  Upon completion of this course, students will take the
NYSAWLA Checkpoint B Exam.

TEXT
French III: D’accord! 3
Italian III: Sentieri
Spanish III: Realidades 3

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students who are enrolled in this course will enhance their communication in the
target language, while acquiring a higher level of vocabulary and grammar.  Students
will be expected to further their linguistic skills of listening, reading, and speaking in
the target language by successfully completing research projects, dialogues, and other
formal and informal assessments.

French Level IV, Italian IV, Spanish IV – College Course
Advanced Conversation and Composition

Curriculum Level: Honors, College Credit
Type of Examination: Projects, Quizzes, Tests, Compositions, Presentations and
Papers
Prerequisite: Successful completion of level III with a final June grade of at least
85; departmental recommendation
Grades: 11
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
Level IV students function primarily in the target language.  Literature and other
authentic texts are a basis for discussion, analysis and essay writing.  This course is
designed to further advance students’ vocabulary and grammar development.  At this
level, students write and illustrate original fairy tales.  Students will research cultural
and literary topics and create various spoken presentations with written and
multimedia components in the target language.  Upon completion of this course,
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students will write a literary paper comparing two works of literature in the target
language.  Students will be eligible to earn college credit in accordance with the
university’s grading standards.  In addition, 5 points will be added to the June final
grade, which will be reflected on students’ high school transcripts.

TEXT
French IV: Allons au-delà! and authentic texts
Italian IV: Ponti and authentic texts
Spanish IV: Encuentros maravillosos and authentic texts

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will fully communicate in the target language by completing
college level assessments such as essays, current event articles, research papers,
original fables, quizzes, and tests.  Students will also read and analyze authentic texts
in the target language to develop a well- rounded understanding of the target language
and its culture.

AP French Language, AP Italian Language, & AP Spanish
Language

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement
Type of Examination: Projects, Quizzes, Tests, Compositions, Presentations,
Papers and Advanced Placement Examination
Prerequisite: Successful completion of French/Italian/Spanish IV and departmental
recommendation
Grades: 12
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
The AP program in French/Italian/Spanish language is intended for those who have
chosen to develop their proficiency in all four language skills: listening,
speaking, reading and writing.  Students who enroll should already have a sound
knowledge of the language and culture of French/Italian/Spanish speaking peoples
and should have attained a reasonable proficiency in listening comprehension,
speaking, reading and writing.  Although these qualifications may be attained in a
variety of ways, it is assumed that most students will be in the final stages of their
secondary school training and will have substantial course work in the language.
Such a course, emphasizing the use of French/Italian/Spanish for active
communication, has the following objectives:
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● the ability to comprehend formal and informal spoken French/Italian/Spanish
● the acquisition of vocabulary and a grasp of structure to allow the facilitate

accurate reading of newspaper and magazine articles as well as modern
literature in French/Italian/Spanish

● the ability to write and speak in social, formal, and presentational situations

Upon completion of this course, students are required to take the AP examination in
May.

TEXT
AP French: AP French: Preparing for the Language Exam, Une fois pour toutes,
Allons au-delà!, authentic texts
AP Italian : Immagina, Ace the AP Italian Language and Culture, authentic texts
AP Spanish: Album and Abriendo Paso

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students enrolled in the AP level course are required to take the AP examination in
May.  Students must be prepared to further study and analyze the target language
through listening, reading, writing, and speaking.  Formal and informal assessments
are comparable to college language courses.  Students will participate in discussions
completely in the target language based on authentic materials introduced in class.

Student work will focus on the following linguistic skill categories, as defined by the
College Board:

● Comprehend texts
● Make cultural and interdisciplinary connections
● Interpret texts
● Interpersonal speaking: AP exam conversation
● Interpersonal writing: AP exam formal letter response
● Presentational speaking: AP exam cultural comparison
● Presentational writing: AP exam argumentative essay
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UNIFIED ARTS DEPARTMENT

Studio in Art 1

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
This course teaches the fundamentals of drawing, painting, color theory, perspective,
and two-dimensional design.  Various drawing and painting approaches, techniques,
and media are explored and individual expression encouraged.  Students will study
elements and principles of design and be able to apply these concepts in their own
original artwork.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are required to keep a sketchbook and  bring it to class every day.

Studio in Art 2

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Studio in Art 1
Grade(s): 10-12
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
This course is a continuation of the Studio in Art 1 class.  It extends the students’
existing art skills and will further acquaint them with art history.  More advanced
assignments in the fundamentals are required and a higher degree of skill is expected.
Students begin by reviewing a number of techniques and mediums that they explored
in Studio in Art 1. As the year progresses, they will have the choice of more media
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and have more independence in project options. Where appropriate, students will be
helped to prepare portfolios suitable for art school and college applications. We will
also have critiques to see what other students are working on in the class.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are required to keep a sketchbook outside class and participate in class
critiques.

Advanced Placement Art and Design

Curriculum Level: Advanced Placement (Offered based on enrollment)
Type of Examination: Portfolio and performance based
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Studio Art 1 and 2 or by teacher

recommendation
Grade(s): 11-12
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
Advanced Placement Art and Design is a work-intensive, college level art course
designed for serious art students interested in pursuing the Visual Arts. Students will
continue their study of design principles and concepts while producing two
dimensional works in a variety of media.  A choice of two portfolios is currently
offered to AP Art students, each consisting of 20 pieces of artwork.  We offer a
drawing track and a 2-dimensional design track, both simultaneously in the studio.
Students may also work in photography as a 2-dimensional design medium with prior
approval from the instructor.  Coursework includes working from observation,
creative imagination, and independent work of students’ choice.  Outside of class
hours are mandatory to be successful in this course, these are a minimum of 5 hours
per week.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
This course requires a seriousness of purpose, dedication and additional after school
hours work completion.  They should plan to spend 5-7 hours per week on artwork
outside of the classroom time.  Students must be serious about their work, participate
in critiques and keep a sketchbook outside class.
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Digital Photography

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
Students will explore the creation and manipulation of photographic images through
the use of computer technology. Students will take their own photos using digital
cameras or camera phones. Areas explored include portraiture, landscape, advertising
and surrealism.  Students are encouraged to bring in their own digital cameras for use
in school and at home.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students should be prepared to spend time outside of school shooting photographs.
Care and respect for equipment is essential.

Advanced Digital Photography

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Digital Photography
Grade(s): 10-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
This course is a continuation of the basic photography course.  Advanced students
will work at a more sophisticated level, building on previously learned skills and
techniques.  Working more independently, they will work on building a portfolio of
work.  Students will continue to explore photo manipulation through more in-depth
projects.  Students are encouraged to bring in their own digital cameras for use in
school and at home.  Some work will be completed outside of class.

TEXT
None
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students should be prepared to spend time outside school shooting photographs.  Care
and respect for equipment is essential.

Studio Ceramics

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
Students learn about the nature of clay and produce finished products using several
techniques such as slab construction, coil building, wheel throwing, and sculpture.
They are encouraged to experiment with techniques, mix a variety of glazes, and
develop their own ideas.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
To respect the potter’s wheel and all supplies and understand how the kiln works.

Advanced Ceramics

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Studio Ceramics
Grade(s): 10-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
This course is a continuation of Studio Ceramics.  Students will continue to work on
techniques they have learned in Studio Ceramics on a more independent level.  They
will concentrate on techniques such as coiling, wheel throwing, slab building, etc.
Each marking period, the students will be required to hand in a piece for an exhibit.
Their ceramic work is often displayed in the library cases and the lobby.

TEXT
None
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
To respect the potter’s wheel and all supplies and understand how the kiln works.

Crafts

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
The student will become familiar with the use of artists' tools and materials through
such crafts as weaving, macramé, ceramics, mosaics, candle-making, Papier mache,
Quilling, printmaking and jewelry making. Collage material will also be used.
Students will have the opportunity to try clay as well.  Most projects are
three-dimensional.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
To experience different types of art forms by visiting online museums and galleries.

Graphic Arts and Design

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
The Graphic Arts course includes the processes and techniques used to produce the
printed word and the printed illustration.  Students will learn layout design and
desktop publishing culminating in the production of the high school YEARBOOK.
Students will use the Herff-Jones publishing website to create the pages of the
yearbook.  This course may be repeated each year with the students taking on more
responsibilities and challenges as they advance. Students will be given opportunities
to work more independently on designing and editing pages in the yearbook.
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Yearbook staff members are required to attend fundraisers and spend time afterschool
when necessary.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
This course requires a seriousness of purpose, dedication and additional after school
hours for fundraising, picture taking and work completion.

Illustration

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  ½
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course focuses on a variety of illustrative techniques.  Students will learn to use
a range of materials including drawing pencils, pastel, watercolors and colored pencil
while concentrating on projects such as story illustration, advertising design and
Poster design.  Computer drawing will also be explored.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are required to keep a sketchbook outside of class.

Sculpture

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
This course involves three-dimensional work emphasizing self-expression through a
variety of media such as plaster, clay, wire, and wood.  Building, carving, and
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construction skills will be explored.  Students will focus on working in the round
while addressing issues of both negative and positive space.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are encouraged to keep a sketchbook outside of class.

Advanced Sculpture

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 10-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
This course is a continued exploration of three-dimensional materials emphasizing
self-expression through a variety of media. Students will build on their skills in areas
such as plaster, clay, wire, and wood.  Building, carving, and construction skills will
be further explored.  Students will focus on working in the round while addressing
issues of both negative and positive space.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are encouraged to keep a sketchbook outside of class.
Successful completion of Sculpture required to enroll in Advanced Sculpture.

Advanced Crafts

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 10-12
Credit:  ½
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DESCRIPTION
The student will continue to use various craft mediums that they may already be
familiar with, but in a different and more advanced way than they did in Crafts. They
will  use artists' tools and materials through such crafts as weaving, macramé,
ceramics, mosaics, candle-making, Papier mache, Quilling, printmaking and jewelry
making. But other things will be added and they will have more independent choices.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
To experience different types of art forms by visiting online museums and galleries.

Video Production

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
This course identifies the necessary components associated with creating a production
for television or video.  Students will learn how to use various types of studio
production equipment such as cameras, microphones, audio mixers and editing
systems.  Students will also be able to create their own video productions.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students will be required to complete a variety of video projects throughout the year. 
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  Attendance, participation and the completion of projects are all
significant parts of a student’s grade.
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Advanced Video Production

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Video Production
Grade(s): 10-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
This course is a continuation of the introductory level video production course.
Additional emphasis will be on the aspect of post-production.  Students will be able
to create longer format video productions utilizing more elaborate and advanced
editing techniques.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students will be required to complete a variety of video projects throughout the year. 
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  Attendance, participation and the completion of projects are all
significant parts of a student’s grade.

Film Appreciation & Screenplay Writing

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 11-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
This course will identify major historical and technical developments in film.  The
course also focuses on how changes in the social environment have affected the
industry and the content of films through the decades.  Notable feature films as well
as short films are viewed during the course as a basis for critical analysis.  Students
also learn the basic elements of screenwriting and will create their own original
screenplays.
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TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students will be required to discuss the films that are viewed and complete writing
assignments based on the films. Students will also write a short original movie script
using screenwriting software.

Acting for Beginners

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
Do you love theatre or drama? Plays and musicals? Think of this as Acting 101 -
anyone with an interest in performance, regardless of their experience level, should
start here. The course focuses on the foundations of theater training - students learn
basic acting techniques like improvisation, vocal projection, and physicality. Active
group work and in-class performances take place in a safe environment in which each
student becomes more expressive and comfortable being on stage. Note: enrollment
in class is strongly encouraged to learn the skills necessary to command the stage
and obtain roles in our plays/musicals.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are required to participate in all classes and work collaboratively with fellow
actors. Students perform in yearly Holiday Concert and Theater Arts showcase, and
are encouraged to take an active part in the school play and musical.

Intermediate Acting

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: Acting for Beginners or previous Theater Arts Class and Sophomore,
Junior, or Senior standing
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Grade(s): 10-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
This course, designed for students in their second year of theater training, explores
performance more in-depth. Work centers on script analysis, honing comic timing,
building a character, projecting the voice, and proper warm-up techniques. Note:
enrollment in class is strongly encouraged to learn the skills necessary to command
the stage and obtain roles in our plays/musicals.

TEXT
Selected scenes provided by instructor; articles on theatre

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are required to participate in all class rehearsals, work collaboratively with
fellow actors and study independently to memorize scripts and improve skills.

Students perform in yearly Holiday Concert and Theater Arts showcase, and are
encouraged to take an active part in the school play and musical.

Advanced Acting:  Foundations of Scene Study
(with College Credit)

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: At least one previous high school level Theater Arts Class and Junior
or Senior standing
Grade(s): 11-12
Credit: 1 HS Credit, 3 optional units of Manhattanville College credit
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course meets daily for those who want a serious focus on the crafts of acting,
script analysis/creation, and performance. Scenes will be chosen to give students the
opportunity to fully explore the emotional lives of characters and learn how to
become more expressive and imaginative in their acting choices. Students will create
characters/scripts of their own. The work of this course demands the complete
investment of the actor through transformation of self into character in these
heightened, highly theatrical texts. Improvisation and exercises may also be included
in the work sessions.

TEXT
A Practical Handbook for the Actor by Melissa Bruder.
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are required to participate in all class rehearsals, work collaboratively with
fellow actors and study independently to improve skills. Students are required to
perform in Theatre Arts workshop productions, attend two performances at
Manhattanville College, write reflections on performances and are encouraged to take
an active part in the school play and musical.

SPECIAL NOTE
Students completing this course will receive both one unit of high school credit and
three units of credit from Manhattanville College ($150 cost for credits). Please note
that this class will meet every day.

Musical Theatre

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: None
Grades: 9-12
Credit: ½

DESCRIPTION
For students who have fallen in love with Hamilton or Dear Evan Hansen, this course
both examines the American art form of Musical Theatre and is a performance class
that teaches students the art of acting while singing. Throughout the year, students
learn about what’s currently on Broadway, the history of musical theatre, and who its
major composers/performers are. Students who sing also rehearse and perform
multiple types of songs, including legit ballad, up-tempo, comedy songs, and more.
Non-singers study musicals of their choice and present reports before the class. Note:
enrollment in class is strongly encouraged to learn the skills necessary to command
the stage and obtain roles in our musicals.

NOTE
This is not a how-to-sing class. Students will sing constantly, but the focus of the
course is on how to act truthfully while singing. Students wishing to learn and better
their vocal technique should enroll in Chorus.

TEXT
Musical Theatre Songbooks. Constant video examples will be shown during class.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Serious attention to the material is required, and outside practice is necessary. Singing
students will perform at the Theatre Arts Showcase. The dates/details of this
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performance will be provided well in advance. Participation in the high school
musical is also strongly encouraged.

Theatre Technology

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Backstage performance work
Prerequisite: None
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
Are you interested in working backstage? Have you thought about being on stage
crew for our musicals? Would you like to someday be the Stage Manager? Take this
course and learn how to work with Theatrical scenery, sound, lighting, and props.
Students interested in creating artwork for theatre are also encouraged to take this
class, where all students learn the basic principles of theater production - including
set painting, costume and prop creation, working the sound board, lighting board,
spotlight, and more. Also get hands-on experience with stage rigging, microphones,
lighting instruments. Note: enrollment in class is strongly encouraged to learn the
skills necessary to obtain head crew positions for our plays/musicals.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are required to participate in all assigned projects and scenes. Although not
an acting class, students may be asked to appear in fellow students tech projects. All
students are required to do technical work for Theater Arts workshop productions and
participation in stage crew for the school play and musical is encouraged (but not
required.)

Intermediate Theatre Technology/Advanced Theatre
Technology

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: Backstage performance work
Prerequisite: Must have previously taken Theatre Technology
Grade(s): 10-12
Credit:  ½
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DESCRIPTION
These courses are for students who have already taken Theatre Technology and want
to further their theatre tech education and continue working crew for our
performances, plays, and musicals. Students will gain a deeper familiarity with how
to work with Theatrical scenery, sound, lighting, and props. Students will paint sets,
create props, work the sound board, lighting board, spotlight, and more. Note:
enrollment in class is strongly encouraged to learn the skills necessary to obtain head
crew positions for our plays/musicals.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students will primarily provide technical theatre support to the acting classes they are
embedded in. Students may be asked to appear in various skits if extra help is
required. All students are required to run tech for PAC events, all Theater Arts
performances, and participation in the stage crew for the school play and musical is
encouraged (but not required.)

MUSIC

Goals of the Music Program
The goals of the music department are to help foster critical thinking and aesthetic
sensitivity; develop musical skills through a variety of musical activities; promote
their awareness, perception, creativity and understanding of the elements of music;
and develop their standard of musical evaluation through an exposure to analytical
skills and a variety of musical styles. Respect and appreciation of others is
emphasized to enable students to deal with challenges in their personal and
professional lives as they continue on to higher education.

NYSSMA/WCSMA for Band/Chorus/Strings/Piano
Eligibility Requirements: The Rye Neck Music Department participates in
NYSSMA/WCSMA music festivals offered by New York State as well as by
Westchester County. Students are auditioned at two levels and grouped by grades 7
through 9 and 10 through 12.
The Rye Neck Music Department adheres to the following NYSSMA/WCSMA rules:

● Students must have the approval of their school music teacher in order to be
eligible for auditions/festivals at the state and county level. They must attend
school daily in Rye Neck. They must be a member in good standing (with a
minimum class attendance of 50% for the year) of the school organization
(Band, Chorus, and Strings), which corresponds to the NYSSMA/WCSMA
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organization for which they are auditioning or performing. Piano, guitar,
and harp students are exempt from this requirement since there is no school
organization offered. All applications must be submitted by the students’
school music instructor and not by private teachers.

● Students who score well at the NYSSMA/WCSMA Spring Evaluations who
wish to be considered for All-County, Area All-State or All-State Festivals
must be enrolled in the school Band, Chorus, or String group the following
school year (in the fall).

Band

Curriculum Level:  Focus Elective
Evaluation:   Class Participation, preparation, music playing evaluation
Prerequisite:  Previous experience required
Grades:  9-12
Credit:  ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
In this course, basic ensemble techniques are applied to a repertoire that includes
classical literature as well as highlights from Broadway musicals, serious
contemporary works and marches.  Solo competition on a statewide basis is
encouraged for advanced players.  Activities of the Band include school concerts
(winter and spring), assembly programs, graduation and other special school
functions.

TEXT
Band literature

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Focused class participation and preparation along with home practice and continued
development on one’s respective instrument are expected.

Chorus

Curriculum Level:  Focus Elective
Evaluation:  Music preparation, class participation, various in-school performances
Prerequisite:  None
Grades:  9-12
Credit:  ½
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__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
The High School Chorus is a fun performance group in which choral singing
techniques are practiced and applied to a repertoire that includes holiday classics,
highlights from Broadway musicals, contemporary popular music, and a wide variety
of other musical traditions. Students learn harmony, dynamics, and how to blend
while holding your own vocal part. The group performs at both the Holiday and
Spring Concerts. The dates and details of these performances will be provided well in
advance. Competition in county and statewide vocal competition is encouraged for
advanced students. Note: enrollment in Chorus strongly encouraged to learn the
vocal skills necessary to carry a lead singing role in our high school musicals.

TEXT
Choral material from various styles and composers.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Serious attitude to the material and continued attention to choral techniques and vocal
production.  Some practice at home may be required.  

Strings

Curriculum Level:  Focus Elective
Evaluation: In-class and at-home participation, audio recording evaluation, concert
self-evaluation and seasonal performance opportunities
Prerequisite:  Previous experience required on one of the four orchestral string
instruments: violin, viola, cello or string bass
Grades:  9-12
Credit:  ½
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
HS Strings is a course that focuses on the enhancement of ensemble or orchestral
technique, continuation of reading music notation and comprehension of string
literature. Different musical genres are explored and string repertoire is adapted to
suit the performance level of the performer. Advanced string players are encouraged
to enter solo competitions and participate in NYSSMA. School concerts are held
twice a year and concert participation is highly recommended.

TEXT
Level II-IV string orchestra arrangements
Music transcriptions created by students and teacher using Noteflight
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Concentration on in-class participation and at-home practice while developing
students’ appreciation for all types of string music.
Completion of reflection questions and listening to recordings within Google
Classroom.

Music Technology 1: Introduction to Music Production

Curriculum Level:    Focus Elective
Type of Examination:   Classwork, activities & projects
Prerequisite:   None, basic piano skills or music experience recommended
Grade:  9-12
Credit:   ½
___________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Music Technology I is an introductory course where students explore and create
original compositions, design sound clips or loops and effectively record audio sound
effects for future projects. Our course is primarily focused on using Soundtrap to
understand, manipulate and use specific sound features within the program. Noteflight
will be used to understand how to write down music notation for other musicians to
perform. We will briefly understand the differences of other music production
software: Garageband, Logic and Ableton. These are some of the class topics that
will be discussed: acoustic fundamentals, digital vs. analog, signal path, editing tools,
microphones, sound effects and basic MIDI sequencing concepts.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Class participation through listening activities, class projects using G- Classroom and
music software and presentation of classwork using G-Slides

Music Technology 2: Audio Production Techniques

Curriculum Level:    Focus Elective
Type of Examination:   Classwork, activities & e-portfolio of audio projects
Prerequisite:   Music Technology 1: Introduction
Grade:  10-12
Credit:   ½
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__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Music Technology II is a continuation of the first course: Music Tech I. This course
enables students to enhance their skills of sound production by creating sonic sounds,
learn about shaping sound processors, how to properly perform their compositions
during live sessions and continue learning about composition techniques in audio
production. Online based software - Soundtrap and Noteflight will be used as well as
advanced music software (Logic and Ableton). Students will begin to create an
e-portfolio of their music compositions and create guidelines that explain how they
have created their assignment. These e-portfolios will be used to present and share
work with the music technology production team and the teacher.

TEXT
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Class participation, completion of projects and performance of work.

Music Theory

Curriculum Level:    Focus Elective
Type of Examination:   Classwork, activities & projects
Prerequisite:   Able to read music notation, basic instrumental skills and music
experience recommended
Grade:  9-12
Credit:   ½
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This independent study course is organized for students that are interested in pursuing
a career in music at a college level. Course topics include: identifying major and
minor scales, triad and seventh chord structures, rhythm patterns and basic
composition techniques.

TEXT
Berklee Music Theory Book I & II, 2nd Edition - Schmeling

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Class participation and completion of assigned written/listening exercises
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Physical Education

Required Course
Type of Examination: Performance
Prerequisite: none
Grade(s): 9-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
The Physical Education program for students in grades 9-12 consists of sequential,
skill building activities.  Students may choose from a wide variety of electives
incorporating fundamental and advanced skills, team, and lifetime sport activities.
Through participation in a variety of physical activities, students will acquire skills
and knowledge that will contribute to a wiser use of leisure time and a fondness and
appreciation for the habit of regular exercise.  The goal of the program is to develop
an awareness and understanding of lifetime health, wellness and fitness.  Four years
of physical education is a New York State graduation requirement.

SAMPLE ACTIVITIES:

Adventure Education: Personal Challenge
Aerobics                                     Personal Fitness
Archery Pickleball
Badminton Power Walking
Basketball Jogging
Cardio Enhancement Soccer
Cardio Kickboxing Speedball
Core Body Training Spin/Cycling
Flag Football Strength Training
Floor Hockey Table Tennis
Golf Team Handball
Handball Tennis
Horseshoes Ultimate Frisbee
Indoor Soccer Volleyball
International Games
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TEXTS
None

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to arrive to their P.E. class on time, come prepared and
participate.  Proper class attire, which includes sneakers, T-shirt/sweatshirt, and
shorts/sweatpants are required to participate. They are to demonstrate cooperation and
sportsmanship. Student-Athletes who do not participate in their P.E. class will not be
permitted to participate in their team’s function for that day.

Each student is provided a locker at the gymnasium. All lockers should be securely
fastened with a good lock.

ATHLETIC OPTION
This program is available to Junior and Senior athletes participating in a varsity sport.
Athletes may exercise this option for a maximum of two academic quarters while
they participate on a varsity sport.  During the Athletic Option period student-athletes
will be assigned to a study hall (juniors only) instead of attending their regularly
scheduled Physical Education class.  Students must return to class at the conclusion
of the academic quarter, NOT the conclusion of their sports season.

Health

Required Course
Type of Examination:
Grade(s): 10-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
Health Education is designed to provide students with the knowledge and
understanding of a variety of health topics, in order for students to make healthier and
beneficial lifestyle decisions. Topics and areas of study will include, but are
not limited to, nutrition and fitness, mental/emotional health, (Stress, depression,
eating disorders), steroids, alcohol, tobacco, and other substance abuse, HIV/AIDS,
First Aid and CPR, and other related topics. Health Education is a New York State
graduation requirement for all students.

TEXTS
None
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to arrive to their Health class on time, come prepared and
participate. Students will be graded on a combination of tests, quizzes, projects,
homework assignments, and class participation. Students are expected to maintain
and demonstrate proper classroom behavior and complete class assignments on time.

Sports Management

Curriculum Level: Focus Elective
Type of Examination: School Exam
Prerequisite: none
Grade(s): 11-12
Credit:  ½

DESCRIPTION
The sport industry has rapidly developed over the past 40 years, growing into the 6th

largest industry in the US, with an estimated economic impact between $213-350
billion dollars annually.  Concurrently, the field of Sport Management has seen a
rapid expansion, growing from one degree granting program in 1966 to over 283
programs today.  This course is intended to serve as an introduction to the dynamic
field of sport management, examining diverse topics such as the history of sport
management, marketing, law, business and finance, media relations and broadcasting.
Students taking this course are expected to approach the class as future professionals
within the Sport Industry, with a goal of gaining a greater understanding and
appreciation of the vast opportunities available in the field of Sport Management.

TEXT
Readings will come from various texts, online sources, including the Sports Business
Journal, NASSM (North American Society of Sport Managers) publications, and the
Journal of Sport Management.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are required to participate in all class discussions, work collaboratively with
fellow classmates on various projects, and because there is no text for the class to
maintain a course portfolio for the various handouts distributed in class throughout
the year.
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STUDENT COUNSELING, DEVELOPMENT &
LEADERSHIP

Freshman Seminar

Required Course
Type of Examination: Classroom activities/assignments/projects
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9
Credit: ¼

DESCRIPTION
Students will learn valuable skills as they relate to life in high school and beyond. A
key component of this course is the Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) Skills
Training for  Emotional Problem Solving for Adolescents (STEPS-A) program.
Teenagers face many social, developmental and academic pressures and it is
important that they have the skills needed to handle whatever comes their way.
Students will learn practical skills for regulating emotions, reducing impulsive
behaviors, solving problems and building and repairing interpersonal relationships.
This curriculum consists of four primary skill areas which include: Mindfulness,
Distress Tolerance, Emotion Regulation and Interpersonal Effectiveness. These skills,
along with others, will set students up for academic success through enhanced
emotional and social stability.

TEXT/MATERIALS
As distributed

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to fully participate in classroom discussions and complete
assigned work.

Career Exploration

Required Course
Type of Examination: PreACT, Interest Profiler, Personality Quiz
Grades: 10

DESCRIPTION
This six week course for all sophomores is taught by the School Counselors.  In this
course, students will explore their values, interests, and abilities as part of career
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preparation.  Students will take a practice ACT, an Interest Profiler and similar tests
and review the results.  They will learn about careers and the educational
requirements for them as well as how personal strengths relate to employment or
college majors and what college and post-secondary opportunities are available.

TEXT/MATERIALS
Naviance and various career websites

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to participate in classroom discussions, to complete the career
exploration sheet and to use the Naviance program to begin searching for majors and
colleges.

College and Career Preparation

Required Course
Type of Examination: PSAT
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 11
Credit:  ¼

DESCRIPTION
This ten-week course for all juniors is taught by the School Counselors.  It is a New
York State mandated class for schools with a community service requirement.  In this
course, students research possible careers, colleges, trade and apprenticeship
opportunities, complete résumés, take part in self-evaluation questionnaires, plan
their testing timelines, discuss interview techniques, complete the Common
Application and evaluate sample case studies of college applications.

TEXTS/MATERIALS
Common Application
Naviance

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students must attend all classes and any absences must be made up.  They will work
in groups and independently in class.  Students must complete a résumé, conduct
individual research and fill out a sample college application.
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Community Service

Required Course
Type of Examination: None
Grades: 9-12
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
Community service is an opportunity for Rye Neck High School students to
contribute in a meaningful way to the community-at-large.  As a graduation
requirement, students are required to complete 40 hours of community service for
not-for-profit organizations.  Service may start the summer after students exit eighth
grade.  A minimum of 20 hours of service must be done out of the Rye Neck School
District.  To avoid any confusion service activities should be pre-approved before
service begins.  It is strongly recommended that seniors complete their community
service hours prior to the start of the Senior Internship Program.  Students entering
the high school as seniors need to complete only 10 hours of outside community
service.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to demonstrate high standards including responsibility,
competency, and loyalty to the agencies or institutions they serve.  It is suggested
students complete a minimum of 10 hours per year to earn the required 40 hours.
Seniors who have completed 100 hours or more of community service receive an
award presented at the Senior Awards Ceremony in May.

Peer Leadership

Curriculum Level: Elective
Type of Assessments: Reflective writing, discussions, and participation in activities
Prerequisite: Approval by Principal
Grade: 10-12
Credit: ½
_______________________________________________________________________________

DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to help students discover and develop their talents as a leader.
Students learn about leadership by getting involved in activities, engaging in group
discussions, writing their thoughts and setting goals to act.  As students learn
leadership by connecting it to everyday life, they will gain greater confidence in their
potential and their abilities.  The Peer Leadership class seeks students who are
self-motivated, role models for the school as well as community, and work well
independently and collaboratively with students and staff members.
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students will develop a basic understanding of leadership ideas and how to lead
others. Students will learn practical leadership skills through fun and challenging
activities, discussion, observation, reading, writing, and goal setting. Peer Leaders
will be a part of Freshman and New Student orientations at the start of the school year
and help to support the ninth-grade students in their transition to high school.
Periodically check in with new students and ninth-grade students throughout the
school year.
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SPECIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

English 9/10B
 

Curriculum Level:  Regents
Type of Examination: Students will prepare to take the English Regents Exam in

grade 11
Prerequisite:  Placement by the Committee on Special Education (CSE)
Grades:  9-10
Credit:  1
________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to fulfill the requirements of the Rye Neck High School
English curriculum, which is aligned to the New York State Learning Standards for
English Language Arts.  Our goal is to assist students in developing the reading and
writing skills needed to be successful in high school, college, and career. Emphasis is
placed on developing overall English Language Arts skills including strategies for
literal and inferential reading comprehension, analysis of literary and informational
selections, recognition and analysis of literary elements, vocabulary expansion,
grammar, and mechanics. Students will develop the ability to interpret literature and
information, then present and defend interpretations using text-based evidence.
Writing instruction is taught using the Teaching Basic Writing Skills Program, an
evidence-based program proven to develop many skills including but not limited to
writing skills, critical thinking skills, analytical skills, revision skills, and literacy
skills. Students will further develop the ability to write essays that are clearly
organized and show an increasing level of sophistication throughout the year. They
will practice writing and reading tasks to be encountered on the New York State
English Regents exam, which is taken in grade 11. Books that might be rotated in the
curriculum in alternating years will be selected from classics such as Night, The
Pearl, A Streetcar Named Desire, Macbeth, Lord of the Flies, Romeo & Juliet, and
The Catcher in the Rye.  These readings will be supplemented with articles, poems,
speeches, and short stories.

TEXTS
Students will be provided with copies of novels, short stories and informational
selections as well as study guides and other materials.  Additionally, students will be
provided with NYS English Regents exam practice materials.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to attend class daily and participate in discussions. They will
develop the ability to analyze literature and information and think critically about
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what they have read. Additionally, they will express their thoughts and analysis both
verbally and in writing. They will also further develop the ability to locate required
information as well as formulate specific opinions and conclusions, which they can
support with text-based evidence.  Students will be evaluated based upon class
participation, tests, quizzes, projects, homework, and writing assignments.

English 11/12B
 

Curriculum Level:  Regents
Type of Examination: Students will take the English Regents Exam in grade 11.
Prerequisite:  Placement by the Committee on Special Education (CSE)
Grades:  11-12
Credit:  1
__________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to fulfill the requirements of the Rye Neck High School
English curriculum, which is aligned to the New York State Learning Standards for
English Language Arts.  Our goal is to assist students in further developing the
reading and writing skills needed to be prepared for future high school classes,
college, and careers, as well as to assist students in passing the NYS English Regents
examination, taken in grade 11.  Emphasis is placed on further strengthening overall
English Language Arts skills, including work in reading comprehension.  We
continue to focus on comprehension and analytical skills of both literary and
informational text, vocabulary expansion, grammar, and mechanics. Students will
further develop the ability to write essays that are clearly organized and show an even
higher level of sophistication than in previous years. Skills previously taught using
the Teaching Basic Writing Skills will be reinforced and introduced in this class at a
more complex level. To this end, they will be composing more detailed pieces and
will sharpen a variety of skills needed to be more effective writers.  Literature to be
rotated in the curriculum in alternating years may be works such as The Crucible,
Hamlet, Excerpts from The Things They Carried,  or The Great Gatsby. These
readings will be supplemented with articles, poems, speeches and short stories.

TEXTS
Students will be provided with copies of novels, plays and informational selections as
well as study guides and other materials.  Additionally, students will be provided with
New York State English Regents exam practice materials.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to attend class daily and participate in class discussions. They
will develop the ability to analyze literature and information and to think critically
about the selections they read. Additionally, they will express their thoughts both
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verbally and in writing.  Students in English 11/12B are expected to further develop
the ability to locate required information as well as formulate specific conclusions
and opinions which are supported by text-based evidence and logic. Since they are
preparing for post-secondary schooling and careers, students are expected to show an
increased level of development and detail in their writing. They will be evaluated
based upon class participation, tests, projects, quizzes, homework, and writing
assignments.

Global History and Geography 9R Co-Taught

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Assessments: Projects, research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of
primary and secondary sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations
Prerequisite: Completion of grade 8 Social Studies and Placement by the Committee
on Special Education (CSE)
Grade: 9
Credit: 1

DESCRIPTION
Global History and Geography I is the first part of a two year exploration into World
History. In this course we look at the foundations of civilization through the Age of
Exploration.  Course work is based on the New York State Standards and common
themes that recur across time and place.  Topics include Early Civilizations, Classical
Civilizations, Times of Turmoil and the Birth of the Modern World.  Class focuses on
individual attention to help students prepare for graduation requirements in Global
History. Successful completion of this course is required for graduation.

TEXTS
Electronic textbook: World History: Patterns of Interaction

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to attend daily and complete course assignments (homework,
essays, tests, and quizzes) and participate in class discussions.

Global History and Geography 10R Co-Taught

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Assessments: Global History and Geography Regents Exam, projects,
  research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of primary and secondary
  sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations
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Prerequisite: Global History and Geography I and Placement by the Committee on
Special Education (CSE)
Grade: 10
Credit: 1

DESCRIPTION
Global History and Geography II is the second part of a two year study in World
History and culminates with a Regents exam at the end of 10th grade.  It is based on
the New York State Standards and common themes that recur across time and place.
Topics consist of Global Interactions, Age of Revolution, Crisis and Achievement,
and the 20th Century.  Class focuses on individual attention to help students prepare
for graduation requirements in Global History. Successful completion of this course
and a passing score on the Global History and Geography Regents Exam is required
for graduation.

TEXTS
Electronic textbook: World History: Patterns of Interaction

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to attend daily and complete course assignments (homework,
essays, tests, and quizzes) and participate in class discussions.

U.S. History and Government 11R Co-Taught

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Assessments: U.S. History and Government Regents Exam, projects,
research, tests, quizzes, essays, papers, analysis of primary and secondary
sources, Socratic seminars, debates and presentations

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Global History 10R and Placement by the
Committee on Special Education (CSE)
Grade: 11
Credit: 1

DESCRIPTION
This is a New York standards-based chronological study of American history. We
undertake to discover the path America took from being a colonial British holding
to a formidable presence on the world stage.  Emphasis is placed on the
constitutional foundations of our government and the means by which decisions
are made, actions are taken and results are affected. The historical units covered
are: Constitutional Foundations, Industrialization of the United States, the Progressive
Responses to Industrialization, At Home and Abroad: Prosperity and Depression, the
United States in the Age of Global Crisis, The World in Uncertain Times (1950-1980)
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and 1980-present.  A variety of methods are employed to stimulate student
engagement and achievement. Historical fiction, film, primary source documents,
research based assignments as well as a term paper are all utilized to foster academic
excellence. Successful completion of this course AND a passing score on the U.S.
History and Government Regents Exam is required for graduation.

TEXTS
Electronic textbook: Holt McDougal: The Americans

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Participation in class discussion and group activities, daily reading and writing
assignments, analysis and synthesis of primary/secondary documents, quizzes, essays,
exams and research based projects.

Algebra 9B/10B
 

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Local exam at the end of first year,  Algebra I Regents at the
completion of the course
Prerequisite: Placement by the Committee on Special Education (CSE)
Grades: 9/10
Credit:  2
 
DESCRIPTION
The students in this program are preparing for the Algebra regents over a two year
period.  Topics covered are directly aligned with the CCSS.   Concepts studied
include solving equations, systems of equations and operations with polynomials. 
Tasks and concepts are broken down to make concepts more manageable for students.
Modifications are made according to student need. Word problems and activities are
more realistic and relate to students’ everyday life.  

TEXTS
Algebra 1 (Glencoe) CCSS
Students receive guided notes based off of the Algebra 1 textbook.   Both classes
utilize blended classroom techniques and multi-sensory instruction to meet the needs
of the students in the class. 
Other Resources
Delta Math: An interactive, online resource that allows students to practice skills
related to the Algebra I curriculum.
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to come to class prepared daily and complete all homework and
class work assignments.  They are expected to participate in class and ask questions
when they are confused.  Daily homework is assigned and concept review is essential
for success.  

Geometry B
 

Curriculum Level: Non-Regents
Type of Examination:  Local exam at the end of the year.
Prerequisite: Placement by the Committee on Special Education and completion of
the Algebra curriculum.
Grades: 11 – 12
Credit: 1
 
DESCRIPTION
The students in this class will be covering the Geometry curriculum required for the
New York State Regents in line with the Common Core Standards except there will
be less of an emphasis on proofs.  Most of the Geometry topics will be covered:
angles, measurement, polygons, triangles, and transformations.  A variety of materials
will be used and the tasks are broken down to make concepts more manageable.  The
tasks emphasize hands-on and interactive activities.

TEXTS
Glencoe Geometry (CCSS) and supplemental materials including interactive
materials, hands-on materials and worksheets.
Other Resources
Delta Math: An interactive, online resource that allows students to practice skills
related to the Geometry curriculum.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to come to class prepared daily and complete all class work and
homework assignments.  They are expected to participate and ask questions when
necessary.

Algebra I Co-taught
 

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Math 8, Teacher Recommendations or Placement by the Committee on
Special Education (CSE)
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Grade: 9
Credit: 1
 
DESCRIPTION
This course covers New York State’s introductory algebra curriculum, the first of the
state’s three year sequence of study in mathematics. Topics covered will be number
systems, operations with algebraic expressions, equations and inequalities, ratio and
proportions, geometric figures, graphing functions, realistic applications of linear
and exponential data, special products and factors, quadratic functions, systems
of equations, algebraic fractions and equations, probability and statistics.  The
Regents exam for this curriculum of study will be given in June.

TEXT 
Algebra 1, Glencoe (E-book) 
Other Resources
Delta Math: An interactive, online resource that allows students to practice skills
related to the Algebra I curriculum.
A TiNspire CX graphing calculator will be needed for this course.

WORK EXPECTATIONS 
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  Students will be given a variety of assessments including traditional
quizzes and tests, online quizzes as well as projects.  Daily homework will be
assigned and daily concept review is essential for success in this course.

Geometry Co-taught
 

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: Regents Exam
Prerequisite: Algebra, Teacher Recommendations or Placement by the Committee
on Special Education (CSE)
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
____________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is a study of Euclidean geometry. Students experience a logical and
rigorous mathematical system based on definitions, postulates and theorems.
Deductive proof is the backbone of the course. Students explore properties of parallel
lines, triangle congruence and similarity, polygons, circles and area and volume.
Additional topics include coordinate geometry and straightedge and compass
constructions. Geometer’s sketchpad software is used for demonstration.
The Regents exam for this curriculum of study will be given in June.
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TEXT 
Geometry, Glencoe (E-book)
Other Resources
Delta Math: An interactive, online resource that allows students to practice skills
related to the Geometry curriculum.
A Ti Nspire CX graphing calculator, straightedge ruler, and geometric compass will
be needed for this course.

WORK EXPECTATIONS 
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  Students will be given a variety of assessments including traditional
quizzes and tests, as well as projects.  Daily homework will be assigned and daily
concept review is essential for success in this course.

Biology/Living Environment B

Curriculum Level:  Regents
Type of Examination:  Regents Exam
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendations or Placement by the Committee on Special
Education (CSE)
Grades:  9-10
Credit:  1
_________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to assist Special Education students who need concepts
broken down as reinforcement of the basic concepts in Living Environment. There is
a mandatory lab component. This course prepares students for the NYS Living
Environment Regents, a graduation requirement.

TEXTS
The guiding text for the course is, Biology: New York State published by Prentice
Hall, authored by Miller and Levine.

All information and materials presented in the course are based upon, and in
agreement with this text, but may be formatted or provided in an alternate format to
accommodate the needs of the students.  Additionally, students will be provided with
New York State English Regents exam practice materials and questions to become
familiar with the exam and the curriculum being assessed.
Other Resources
Explore Learning Gizmo Labs: These are online, interactive, virtual labs that mimic
the procedures of hands-on labs.
PhET Interactive Simulations: These are online simulations created and maintained
by the University of Colorado at Boulder to demonstrate STEM concepts.
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WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course work in small groups, individually and collaboratively. 
Students will be given a variety of assessments including traditional quizzes and tests,
as well as projects. 

Students will be expected to participate in daily class discussions and activities,
complete homework and required lab work. Every other day there is a scheduled
Laboratory class.

All students in a Regents science course must complete 1200 minutes of hands-on
laboratory experiences, including four mandatory NYS lab assignments, in order to
sit for the NYS Living Environment Regents exam given in June.

Biology/Living Environment Co-Taught

Curriculum Level:  Regents
Type of Examination:  Regents Exam
Prerequisite:  Placement by the Committee on Special Education (CSE)
Grades:  9
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
Co-Taught Biology/Living Environment is a Regents level course based upon the
Living Environment curriculum. Living Environment is a New York State
Department of Education’s inquiry-based course focusing on the scientific method,
biological tools, life characteristics of cells, reproduction, modern genetics, evolution,
diversity, and ecology. This course also includes a study of human anatomy, health
and physiology.  The co-taught environment provides an opportunity to use special
education teaching strategies and provide additional support for students who require
accommodations for their learning needs.  Both teachers are certified in New York ty

State to teach the Living Environment curriculum, and at least one of the teachers is
also a New York State certified special education teacher.

TEXTS
The guiding text for the course is, Biology: New York State published by Prentice
Hall, authored by Miller and Levine.

All information and materials presented in the course are based upon, and in
agreement with this text. Additionally, students will be provided with New York State
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Regents exam practice materials and questions to become familiar with the exam and
the curriculum being assessed.
Other Resources
Explore Learning Gizmo Labs: These are online, interactive, virtual labs that mimic
the procedures of hands-on labs.
PhET Interactive Simulations: These are online simulations created and maintained
by the University of Colorado at Boulder to demonstrate STEM concepts.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  Students will be given a variety of assessments including traditional
quizzes and tests, as well as projects. 

Students will be expected to participate in daily class discussions and activities,
complete homework and required lab work. Every other day there is a scheduled
Laboratory class. All students in a Regents science course must complete 1200
minutes of hands-on laboratory experiences, including four mandatory NYS lab
assignments, in order to sit for the NYS Living Environment Regents exam given in
June.

Earth Science Co-Taught

Curriculum Level:  Regents
Type of Examination:  Regents Exam
Prerequisite:  Placement by the Committee on Special Education (CSE)
Grades:  8
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
Co-Taught Regents Earth Science is a rigorous course, with curriculum and lab
requirements mandated by the State of New York.  It culminates in a cumulative
Regents exam in June.  Topics covered in Earth Science include lab skills, astronomy,
mapping and topography, seasons, climate, meteorology, rocks and minerals
(geology), plate tectonics, geologic history, and environmental awareness. The
co-taught environment provides an opportunity to use special education teaching
strategies and provide additional support for students who require accommodations
for their learning needs.  Both teachers are certified in New York State to teach
regents science, with at least one holding a current New York State Regents Earth
Science teaching certificate. and at least one of the teachers is also a New York State
certified special education teacher.
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TEXTS
The guiding text for the course is, Reviewing Earth Science, Third Edition, published
by Amsco School Publications and authored by Thomas McGuire. Students are also
provided with and utilize the New York State Reference Tables for Physical
Setting/EARTH SCIENCE, 2011.  Additionally, students will be provided with New
York State Regents exam practice materials and questions to become familiar with the
exam and the curriculum being assessed.
Other Resources
Explore Learning Gizmo Labs: These are online, interactive, virtual labs that mimic
the procedures of hands-on labs.
PhET Interactive Simulations: These are online simulations created and maintained
by the University of Colorado at Boulder to demonstrate STEM concepts.

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students in this course will work in small and large groups, individually and
collaboratively.  Students will be given a variety of assessments including traditional
quizzes and tests, as well as projects. 

Students will be expected to participate in daily class discussions and activities,
complete homework and required lab work. Every other day there is a scheduled
Laboratory class. All students in a Regents science course must complete 1200
minutes of hands-on laboratory experiences in order to sit for the NYS Earth Science
Regents exam given in June.

Environmental Science B *

Curriculum Level:  Non-Regents
Type of Examination:  Local
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendations or Placement by the Committee on Special
Education (CSE)
Grades:  9-12
Credit:  1

DESCRIPTION
This course will explore interactions between living and non-living things with a
focus on human activity on Earth’s ecosystems. Topics to be covered include basic
ecological concepts as well as waste management, pollution, global warming, energy
usage, and food production.

WORK EXPECTATIONS:
Students will be expected to participate in daily class discussions, activities and
complete projects and laboratory assignments to support the concepts being taught.
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TEXT:  
Environmental Science: Your World, Your Turn. Published by Pearson and authored
by Jay Withgott.
*This course is offered every other year and is not offered during the 2019-2020
school year.

Other Resources
Explore Learning Gizmo Labs: These are online, interactive, virtual labs that mimic
the procedures of hands-on labs.
PhET Interactive Simulations: These are online simulations created and maintained
by the University of Colorado at Boulder to demonstrate STEM concepts.

Study Skills/Resource Room/Speech Plus

Curriculum Level: Regents
Type of Examination: None
Prerequisite:  Placement by the Committee on Special Education (CSE)
Grades: 9-12
Credit:  None

DESCRIPTION
The resource room and speech/language teachers work collaboratively with the
general education teachers regarding the student's needs and services on a regular
basis. The underlying focus is to work in small groups to simplify, review, reteach,
and reinforce the content area curriculum. Student's IEP goals will be met through
activities related to the curriculum. The student’s IEP will guide lesson planning and
provide appropriate instruction for the student through explicit instruction and guided
and independent practice. Individual needs are remediated in the areas of math,
reading, written expression, organization, study skills, and test taking skills. The
gradual release of responsibility activates confident and independent thinkers through
the intentional use of models, scaffolds, guided outlines, verbal mediation, student
collaboration and independent practice.  In addition, accommodations and
modifications will be implemented to ensure meaningful access to the general
education curriculum. Students will gain an understanding of their strengths and
weaknesses and learn strategies to compensate for them.

TEXT:
Classroom textbooks, Online textbooks and workbooks

WORK EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to attend daily, keep track of their assignments and adhere to
the program recommended by the CSE.
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